
December 1, 2025                                     Regular Meeting
 

The monthly meeting of the Bear Creek Township Board of Supervisors was held at the Bear 
Creek Township Municipal Building on Monday, December 1, 2025 at 6:00 PM. 

Mrs. Koval called the meeting to order. Roll was called. Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock, 
Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval were present.  Pledge to the flag followed.

MINUTES: Minutes from the November 5, 2025 meeting were reviewed. A motion was made by 
Mr. O’Hara to approve the minutes, seconded by Mr. Suchocki.  Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, 
Mr. Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval: yes.

Mrs. Koval announced an Executive Session was held on November 20, 2025 to discuss 
personnel and legal matters.

TREASURER’S REPORT: For month ending November 2025, total income was $127,931.21. 
Total expenses were $165,168.88. Cash at the beginning of the period was $1,113,093.46.  Cash 
at the end of the period was 1,076,091.47.

RECEIPTS: Deposits for the month of November 2025 were $127,931.21. A motion to approve 
the receipts, subject to audit was made by Mr. Petlock, seconded by Mr. Ondich. Vote: Mr. 
Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval; yes.

DISBURSEMENTS: Expenses for the month of November 2025 were $164,933.20.  A motion 
was made by Mr. O’Hara to approve the disbursements, subject to audit, seconded by Mr. 
Petlock. Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock and Mrs. Koval; yes.  Mr. Suchocki 
abstained. 

ZONING OFFICER’S REPORT:  Mr. O’Hara reported $3,173.87 total in permits for 
November.

FIRE DEPT REPORT: Mr. Suchocki reported 13 calls for the month of November. 

STATE POLICE REPORT: The report was not available.

ACT 537 REPORT: No update.

ROAD DEPARTMENT: Mr. Watkins reported the trucks are all ready for winter, leaves 
cleaned up, reflectors added throughout the area of the recent ditch project, Christmas decorations 
are up on the Muni and the crew finished the curb work on Old East End Blvd..

ROAD DEPARTMENT FINANCES: For the month of November 2025 total expenses related 
to the Road Department were $103,768.74. 

OPEN RECORDS REPORT:  Two requests received.  Both were previously submitted but 
additional information was being sought.

Resolution 53-2025: A motion was made by Mr. Petlock to approve the submission of the Bear 
Creek Township Roadway Improvement Project Statewide LSA grant application seeking 
$902,084.00 for the milling, base repairs and Superpave overlay on Pleasant Run, Recreation, 
Balsam, Frontier, Cottonwood, Willowbrook and Maple Roads as well as Azalea Trail, seconded 
by Mr. O’Hara.  Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval; yes.
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PLANNING BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS:  None

RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES: 

. 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT: Attorney Vinsko reported:

Bond Issue: Attorney Vinsko stated Mr. Totino sent him all the information from his file, notice 
given to the insurance company and American Asphalt and notice of filing was given as well. 
Once all steps are taken it will become a matter between the insurance company and American 
Asphalt.

Cell Towers:  Attorney Vinsko was contacted by two additional companies and has given all 
interested groups until December 31st to submit a proposal. Mr. O’Hara asked if it would be 
included in the agreements that the land involved would revert back to the township and that there 
be money in escrow to cover expenses should the tower / company become defunct.

Water Issue Rodie Drive: No update

Food Trucks: No update.

Laurel Run Road House:  Attorney Vinsko said certified mail notice was sent to the owners. 
The inspection report has been received.  Attorney Vinsko will move forward with the process to 
demo the property if the proper actions are not taken by the owner.

Weiss Road: Waiting on signed ordinance for Dennison Twp. County GIS should have update 
soon. Attorney Vinsko will follow up to establish correct zoning.

OLD BUSINESS: 

2026 Budget: 

Resolution 54-2025: Mr. Petlock made a motion to approve the 2026 Budget as presented, 
seconded by Mr. Suchocki.  Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. 
Koval; yes.

ENGINEER’S REPORT: no update

CORRESPONDENCE/NEW BUSINESS: 

2026 Meeting Calendar: The Board was presented with a tentative calendar for the new year. 
The Board agreed to meet on the second Monday in April and September due to holidays falling 
on the first Monday

PUBLIC COMMENT

Proclamation for Ruth Koval: Mr. Petlock stated a proclamation is forthcoming to acknowledge 
the years of service Ruth has given to the township and to thank her for all her hard work.
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Attorney Vinsko thanked Mrs. Koval for her 24 years of service.  He stated he enjoyed working 
with her and complimented her on a job well done.
.

Mrs. Koval thanked everyone and said it has been an honor and a privilege to represent the 
township and work on the various boards over the years as well as working with other 
municipalities. 

.

A motion to adjourn was made by Mrs. Koval, seconded by Mr. O’Hara.  Vote: All present 
were in favor. 

Respectfully submitted: 

Paula Weihbrecht, Secretary



November 5, 2025                                     Regular Meeting
 

The monthly meeting of the Bear Creek Township Board of Supervisors was held at the Bear 
Creek Township Municipal Building on Monday, November 5, 2025 at 6:00 PM. 

Mrs. Koval called the meeting to order. Roll was called. Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock, 
Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval were present.  Pledge to the flag followed.

MINUTES: Minutes from the October 6, 2025 meeting were reviewed. A motion was made by 
Mr. O’Hara to approve the minutes, seconded by Mr. Ondich.  Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, 
Mr. Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval: yes.

TREASURER’S REPORT: For month ending October 2025, total income was $114,454.49. 
Total expenses were $38,941.03. Cash at the beginning of the period was $1,038,239.38.  Cash at 
the end of the period was 1,113,105.45.

RECEIPTS: Deposits for the month of October 2025 were $117,297.99. A motion to approve the 
receipts, subject to audit was made by Mr. Petlock, seconded by Mr. Suchocki. Vote: Mr. Ondich, 
Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval; yes.

DISBURSEMENTS: Expenses for the month of October 2025 were $42,431.92.  A motion was 
made by Mr. Ondich to approve the disbursements, subject to audit, seconded by Mr. O’Hara. 
Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval; yes. 

ZONING OFFICER’S REPORT:  Mr. O’Hara reported $4372.78 total in permits for October. 

FIRE DEPT REPORT: Mr. Suchocki reported 21calls for the month of October. Mr. Suchocki 
also reported that the Fire Department is no longer allowed to access the dry hydrant at Lake 
Aleeda due to the property owner, Nathan Kile, having an issue with the lake association.  
Attorney Vinsko will look into the matter.

STATE POLICE REPORT: The report was not available.

ACT 537 REPORT: No update.

ROAD DEPARTMENT: Mr. Watkins reported the ditch project is complete. 600 tons of road 
salt for the winter has been received.  Summer equipment has been serviced and stored.  Winter 
equipment is being prepped.

ROAD DEPARTMENT FINANCES: For the month of October 2025 total expenses related to 
the Road Department were $21,242.51. 

OPEN RECORDS REPORT:  Two requests received. 

PLANNING BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Resolution 49-2025: Fazzi Subdivision. Mr. Petlock made a motion to approve the Fazzi 
Subdivision with the condition that a shared driveway maintenance agreement must be submitted 
to the township before the signed plans will be released, seconded by Mr. Ondich.  Vote: Mr. 
Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval; yes.
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Resolution 50-2025: Banaszek Subdivision. Mr. Ondich made a motion to approve the Banaszek 
subdivision as recommended by the Planning Board, seconded by Mr. Petlock. Vote: Mr. Ondich, 
Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval; yes.

Resolution 51-2025:  Mr. Petlock made a motion to rescind Resolution #36 which approved the 
Gardy/Ondich subdivision creating 5 buildable lots on Suscon Road, seconded by Mr. O’Hara. 
Attorney Vinsko advised the subdivision had not been recorded with the county therefore the 
Board was allowed to rescind the resolution.  Vote: Mr. Ondich abstained.  Mr. O’Hara, Mr. 
Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval; yes.

Resolution 52-2025:  Gardy/Ondich Subdivision. Mr. Petlock made a motion to approve the 
Gardy/Ondich subdivision creating a 40.5-acre lot and a 21.5-acre lot, seconded by Mr. O’Hara. 
Vote: Mr. Ondich abstained.  Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval; yes.

RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES: 

. 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT: Attorney Vinsko reported:

Bond Issue: Attorney Vinsko to proceed with litigation.

Cell Towers:  Waiting on final offers; matter should be complete by November 30th. 

Water Issue Rodie Drive: No update

Food Trucks: No update.

Laurel Run Road House:  Attorney Vinsko will update the Board later in the week.

OLD BUSINESS: 

Dule Letter: A letter was received from Susan Dule regarding the ditch in front of her property 
on Willowbrook.  She was concerned that the recent work on the ditches could pose a hazard to 
drivers.  The Roadmaster and Foreman met with her and discussed options. It was decided 
reflectors will be installed to warn drivers of the ditch.

ENGINEER’S REPORT: 

Forest Park Paving issues: No update

CORRESPONDENCE/NEW BUSINESS: 

State LSA:  Mr. Petlock suggested to the Board that we should apply for state LSA funding for 
paving.  He and Mr. Totino will discuss and come up with the project outline.

SPCA Quarterly report:  The quarterly report from the Luzerne County SPCA was received.  
Intake for the quarter: 2 stray dogs. Financials for the quarter were also included.
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2026 Budget Presentation:  The secretary read the proposed budget for 2026.  Public comment 
will be received at the December meeting. The Board may move to pass the budget at that time as 
well. 

Recreation Board:  Mr. Totino ask if the Board would consider a line item in the budget for the 
Rec Board.  It would be basically start-up money so the Board could operate.  Mr. Ondich made a 
motion to earmark $2000 for the Rec Board, seconded Mr. Petlock.  Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. 
O’Hara, Mr. Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval; yes.
 .

PUBLIC COMMENT

Lois Elick:  Ms. Elick asked to speak to the Board and Solicitor in private.  A conversation was 
held following the meeting.

Mr. Totino and Mrs. Koval reminded everyone that the following day was election day, polls 
open 7:00 AM until 8:00 PM.  Get out and vote.

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. O’Hara, seconded by Mr. Suchocki.  Vote: All present 
were in favor. 

Respectfully submitted: 

Paula Weihbrecht, Secretary



October 6, 2025                                     Regular Meeting
 

The monthly meeting of the Bear Creek Township Board of Supervisors was held at the Bear 
Creek Township Municipal Building on Monday, October 6, 2025 at 6:00 PM. 

Mrs. Koval called the meeting to order. Roll was called. Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock, 
Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval were present.  Pledge to the flag followed.

MINUTES: Minutes from the September 8, 2025 meeting were reviewed. A motion was made by 
Mr. Petlock to approve the minutes, seconded by Mr. Suchocki.  Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, 
Mr. Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval: yes.

TREASURER’S REPORT: For month ending September 2025, total income was $36,114.89. 
Total expenses were $139,154.82. Cash at the beginning of the period was $1,141,041.42.  Cash 
at the end of the period was 1,038,251.38.

RECEIPTS: Deposits for the month of September 2025 were $56,472.72. A motion to approve 
the receipts, subject to audit was made by Mr. O’Hara, seconded by Mr. Ondich. Vote: Mr. 
Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval; yes.

DISBURSEMENTS: Expenses for the month of September 2025 were $159,262.76.  A motion 
was made by Mr. Petlock to approve the disbursements, subject to audit, seconded by Mr. 
O’Hara. Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval; yes. 

ZONING OFFICER’S REPORT:  Mr. O’Hara reported $10,578.94 total in permits for 
September. 

FIRE DEPT REPORT: Mr. Suchocki reported 16 calls for the month of September.

STATE POLICE REPORT: The report was not available.

ACT 537 REPORT: No update.

ROAD DEPARTMENT: Mr. Watkins reported they completed the swales on Frontier and 
Balsam; corrected a drain issue at Crescent in Forest Park and started the next section for swales 
in Trailwood.

ROAD DEPARTMENT FINANCES: For the month of September 2025 total expenses related 
to the Road Department were $91691.46 with $71,889.30 of that being capital outlay. 

OPEN RECORDS REPORT:  One request received. Previously had answered but wanted more 
detail.  Mr. Totino will look to see what info he has on the matter.

PLANNING BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS: None

RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES: 

Resolution 46-2025: A resolution approving the application for LSA grant money in the amount 
of $130,797.00 for the Bear Creek Township Building Improvement Project.  Mr. Petlock made a 
motion to approve, seconded by Mr. Suchocki.  Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock, Mr. 
Suchocki and Mrs. Koval; yes. 
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Mr. Petlock asked if anyone knew when t  he State-wide LSA grants were to be awarded.  Mr. 
Totino responded November.

Mr. Ondich asked if we have an update on the core samples.  Mr. Totino responded that they 
(MidAtlantic) are checking on the density. They are currently reviewing what they need to be 
according to the asphalt. 

. 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT: Attorney Vinsko reported:

Bond Issue: We are in the notice period, insurance company did respond. The issue is now the 
amount and Mr. Totino will provide Attorney Vinsko with the necessary information.

Cell Towers:  Waiting on formal offer.

Fire Department hydrant:  The water is now on.

Water Issue Rodie Drive: No update

Food Trucks: No update.

Laurel Run Road House:  Attorney Vinsko will update the Board later in the week.

OLD BUSINESS: 

ENGINEER’S REPORT: 

Forest Park Paving issues: 

Drainage Project: 

CORRESPONDENCE/NEW BUSINESS: 

Resolution 47-2025: Mr. Petlock made a motion to continue with JH Williams for auding 
services for the Township, seconded by Mr. O’Hara.  Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. 
Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval; yes.

Resolution 48-2025: Mr. Ondich made a motion to sponsor a local Girl Scout in the amount of 
$134.64 for her Gold Award to build picnic tables for Camp Louise, seconded by Mr. Suchocki.  
Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval; yes.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Peter Austin: Mr. Austin asked what the status is with the drain near his home at Old East End 
Blvd.  Mr. Totino responded that bids have been received to address the issue with the drain. The 
Board of Supervisors has decided to seek grant money for the work.  In the interim the plan is to 
put a wide bituminous curb as a temporary fix until the Spring. Mr. Totino explained the details 
of the plan and the application process. 



October 6, 2025                                     Regular Meeting

Bill Ragona:  Mr. Ragona of Park Road in Forest Park.  Mr. Ragona had previously discussed the 
possibility of taking over the road from the Township but since that is not going to happen and 
the road is owned by the Township, Mr. Ragona wanted to discuss the overgrowth of trees on the 
road and the difficulty it will present with plowing the road and receiving a delivery of fuel to his 
home. 

He would like the trees trimmed back and the overgrowth removed from the culverts so there are 
no backups. Mr. Totino and Mr. Watkins discussed and will review the area.

Gladys Roberts:  Mrs. Roberts addressed the Board regarding a matter where her husband was to 
appear in court regarding a code enforcement matter.  Mrs. Roberts husband had suffered a stroke 
a few days prior to the hearing and their attorney phoned the code enforcement officer, Carl 
Alber, to inform him that Mr. Roberts would not be in court and needed to post pone.  She felt 
Mr. Alber was not sympathetic of the situation and did not want to post pone.  A letter was also 
provided for Mr. Alber by Mr. Roberts physician stating the situation.  Judge Dotzel did issue a 
continuance. 

Mrs. Koval announced the passing of former Township Supervisor Tyrone Gayeski. He was a 
supervisor for 18 years and was instrumental in the creation of the Rec Fields and sports in the 
township.

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Petlock, seconded by Mr. Ondich.  Vote: All present 
were in favor. 

Respectfully submitted: 

Paula Weihbrecht, Secretary



September 8, 2025                                     Regular Meeting
 

The monthly meeting of the Bear Creek Township Board of Supervisors was held at the Bear 
Creek Township Municipal Building on Monday, September 8, 2025 at 6:00 PM. 

Mrs. Koval called the meeting to order. Roll was called. Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock, 
Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval were present.  Pledge to the flag followed.

MINUTES: Minutes from the August 4, 2025 meeting were reviewed. A motion was made by 
Mr. Petlock to approve the minutes, seconded by Mr. Suchocki.  Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, 
Mr. Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval: yes.

Mrs. Koval announced an executive session was held on September 4, 2025 to discuss legal 
matters. 

TREASURER’S REPORT: For month ending August 2025, total income was $172,829.18. 
Total expenses were $184,627.84. Cash at the beginning of the period was $1,140,160.64.  Cash 
at the end of the period was 1,141,053.42.

RECEIPTS: Deposits for the month of August 2025 were $173,413.68. A motion to approve the 
receipts, subject to audit was made by Mr. O’Hara, seconded by Mr. Ondich. Vote: Mr. Ondich, 
Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval; yes.

DISBURSEMENTS: Expenses for the month of August 2025 were $172,520.90.  A motion was 
made by Mr. Petlock to approve the disbursements, subject to audit, seconded by Mr. Ondich. 
Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock and Mrs. Koval; yes.  Mr. Suchocki abstained.

ZONING OFFICER’S REPORT:  Mr. O’Hara reported $3,387.03 total in permits for August. 

FIRE DEPT REPORT: Mr. Suchocki reported 18 calls for the month of August.

STATE POLICE REPORT: The report was not available.

ACT 537 REPORT: No update.

ROAD DEPARTMENT: Mr. Watkins the majority of the work done by the road crew for the 
month was the ditch project and grass cutting.

ROAD DEPARTMENT FINANCES: For the month of August 2025 total expenses related to 
the Road Department were $122,220.96 with $81,339.19 of that being capital outlay. 

OPEN RECORDS REPORT:  One request received regarding building permits, waiting on 
information from Carl.  Another request was received and answered.

PLANNING BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS: None

RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES:  Attorney Vinsko presented the following ordinances 
(published August 31, 2025) and resolutions for the Boards’ consideration.

Ordinance 1-2025: An ordinance establishing guidelines and protections for Short-Term Rentals-
Mr. Petlock made a motion to approve, seconded by Mr. O’Hara. Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, 
Mr. Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval; yes.
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Ordinance 2-2025: An ordinance confirming change of boundaries of Bear Creek Township and 
Dennison Township regarding the territorial transfer of Weiss Drive to Bear Creek Township. A 
motion was made by Mr. Suchocki to approve, seconded by Mr. Petlock.  Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. 
O’Hara, Mr. Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval; yes.

Ordinance 3-2025: An ordinance of the Board of Supervisors of Bear Creek Township 
establishing a volunteer service credit program; enacting tax credits for volunteer members of the 
Bear Creek Township Volunteer Hose Company; and establishing administrative procedures and 
appeals.  A motion to approve was made by Mr. Petlock, seconded by Mr. Ondich.  Vote: Mr. 
Ondich, Mr. O’Hara and Mr. Petlock; yes.  Mrs. Koval and Mr. Suchocki abstained.

Resolution 40-2025: A resolution establishing criteria for eligibility for the volunteer fire 
company tax credits.  A motion to approve was made by Mr. Petlock, seconded by Mr. O’Hara.  
Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara and Mr. Petlock; yes.  Mrs. Koval and Mr. Suchocki abstained.

Resolution 41-2025: A resolution approving the “tank sales agreement” between Aqua 
Pennsylvania, Inc. and Bear Creek Township Volunteer Hose Company which allows the hose 
company to use the Aqua owned hydrant at 3500 Bear Creek Blvd with conditions set forth in the 
agreement.  A motion to approve was made by Mr. Petlock and seconded by Mr. Ondich. Vote: 
Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara and Mr. Petlock; yes.  Mrs. Koval and Mr. Suchocki abstained.

Resolution 42-2025: A resolution requesting a Luzerne County Local Share Account grant on 
behalf of the Bear Creek Township Volunteer Hose Company, to be used for environmental 
remediation and demolition of the former PennDOT facility located on state route 115 in Bear 
Creek Township, in the amount of $400,000.00.  A motion to approve was made Mr. Petlock, 
seconded by Mr. Ondich. Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara and Mr. Petlock; yes.
Mrs. Koval and Mr. Suchocki abstained.

Resolution 43-2025: A resolution requesting a Luzerne County Local Share Account grant on 
behalf of the Bear Creek Township Volunteer Hose Company, to be used for the purchase of a 
rescue boat and accompanying equipment, in the amount of $17,200.00
A motion to approve was made by Mr. O’Hara and seconded by Mr. Petlock.  Vote: Mr. Ondich, 
Mr. O’Hara and Mr. Petlock; yes.  Mrs. Koval and Mr. Suchocki abstained.

Resolution 44-2025: Mr. Petlock made a motion to approve a resolution authorizing the purchase 
of a Bobcat Excavator with attachments at a cost of $71,889.30, seconded by Mr. Ondich.  Vote: 
Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval; yes.

Resolution 45-2025: Mr. Ondich made a motion to approve Panzitta Inc. for the replacement of 
doors and windows in the Municipal Building at a cost of $22,600.00, seconded by Mr. O’Hara.  
Vote:  Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval; yes.

 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT: Attorney Vinsko reported:

Bond Issue: Litigation will be starting, Attorney Vinsko will report back to the Board.

Cell Towers:  Everest Infrastructure, AP Wireless and SBA, Attorney Vinsko had a conversation 
with members of the Board, currently at $500,000.00. There was a request to increase it. Waiting 
on SBA Communications who currently has the highest to see if they want to increase. All offers 
should be in and the Board should be able to make a decision at the October meeting.
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Water Issue Rodie Drive: No update

Food Trucks: No update.

Laurel Run Road House:  No update.

OLD BUSINESS: 

ENGINEER’S REPORT: 

Forest Park Paving issues: Bond process started. 

Drainage Project: Mr. Totino reported: Three bids were received for the drainage project. Prices 
all came in around $100,000. The Board, after discussion at an executive session, have decided to 
apply for a PA small waters and sewer grant for the storm water improvements. In the interim 
PennDOT will be contacted to discuss Pike Road inlet headwall as well as what can be done near 
Peter Austins house relative to putting a bituminous curve just for this winter to keep the water 
from going down into his property. In addition to those drainage improvements DPW has been 
working on doing some of the ditch work. If weather is good, they could continue to work on it.

Mr. Petlock asked if we really wanted to wait on the ditches. He is worried about ice buildup and 
accidents on 115 with the run-off.  He feels if they get it done now, we are covered, protects from 
being sued.  He feels the road department can’t handle it. 

The three bids that were received.  American $99,551.50, Sikora Bros. $104,270.00 and 
Franchelli $106,030.00.
 
 Petlock made a motion to accept the bid from Sikora for the drainage project, he feels there is no 
guarantee we would receive a grant and should move forward.  The motion failed to receive a 
second.  Motion failed. 

Mrs. Koval asked if anyone spoke to PennDOT because she was told they were going to work on 
that cross pipe.  Mr. Petlock said the township is responsible for all cross pipes across township 
roads.  Discussion followed including talk of hiring a company to keep the pipe clear so water 
does not back up.  Quotes will be sought.

Mr. Ondich made a motion to table the drainage project, seconded by Mr. O’Hara.  Vote: Mr. 
Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval; yes.  Mr. Petlock voted no. Motion passes.

Mr. Totino reminded the Board that the bids can be held for 90days. 

CORRESPONDENCE/NEW BUSINESS: 

MMO 2026 Announcement:  Notification was received from PSATS Trustees Insurance 
announcing the MMO for 2026 is $18,134.00.
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BHW Online Permitting:  BHW is currently working on an online permitting program that 
would include credit cards being accepted with no additional cost to the township. They will need 
to know if we would like to participated by early next year.

Data Centers:  Attorney Vinsko explained Bear Creek Township does not have a data center 
location in our ordinances. If someone wants to put a data center in our township, they can 
technically put it anywhere. A discussion with the engineer led to addressing it within an 
industrial or commercial zone.  We did add a zone for industrial issues last time changes were 
made.  Attorney Vinsko is putting together some proposed zoning ordinance amendments 
together so the matter can be addressed at the next meeting.

Electric rates:  Mr. Petlock will reach out to discuss our contract which will be expiring in the 
coming year.

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Rich Trascianecki: from Delaware River Keeper, looking for support from the township for their 
petition to declare Shades Creek an Exceptional Value stream.  He will send information for 
review. A webinar will be held September 23, 2025.

Jim Serafin: Mr. Serafin thanked the Board for their help with the tax credit program for the fire 
department members.

John Ondich: Thanked Mr. Watkins and the road department for a nice job with the ditch work.  
He also announced the resignation of Ron McMaster from the road department.

A motion to adjourn was made by Mrs. Koval, seconded by Mr. Suchocki.  Vote: All present 
were in favor. 

Respectfully submitted: 

Paula Weihbrecht, Secretary



August 4, 2025                                     Regular Meeting
 

The monthly meeting of the Bear Creek Township Board of Supervisors was held at the Bear 
Creek Township Municipal Building on Monday, August 4, 2025 at 6:00 PM. 

Mrs. Koval called the meeting to order. Roll was called. Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock 
and Mrs. Koval were present.  Mr. Suchocki was absent. Pledge to the flag followed.

MINUTES: Minutes from the July 14, 2025 special meeting were reviewed. Mr. Petlock asked 
that a correction be made to the resolution approving the naming of the Rec Field ADA walking 
track.  It should read that Mr. Ondich made the recommendation to name the track after Eric 
Koval.  A motion was made by Mr. Petlock to approve the minutes, seconded by Mr. O’Hara.  
Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock and Mrs. Koval: yes.

Mrs. Koval announced an executive session was held on July 14, 2025 prior to the special 
meeting to discuss legal matters. 

TREASURER’S REPORT: For month ending July 2025, total income was $49,839.03. Total 
expenses were $72,738.80. Cash at the beginning of the period was $1,174,780.97.  Cash at the 
end of the period was 1,139,536.98.

RECEIPTS: Deposits for the month of July 2025 were $54,621.69. A motion to approve the 
receipts, subject to audit was made by Mr. Ondich, seconded by Mr. O’Hara. Vote: Mr. Ondich, 
Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock and Mrs. Koval; yes.

DISBURSEMENTS: Expenses for the month of July 2025 were $89,865.68.  A motion was 
made by Mr. Ondich to approve the disbursements, subject to audit, seconded by Mrs. Koval. 
Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara and Mrs. Koval; yes.  Mr. Petlock abstained.

ZONING OFFICER’S REPORT:  Mr. O’Hara reported $13,087.31 total in permits for July. 

Mr. Petlock asked Mr. Alber about the house that had a tree fall into it.  Mr. Alber said he was 
told they would clean it up but have not yet so he will follow up on it.  Mr. Alber further reported 
he has been working on the issues with the Mika house on Laurel Run Road.  The abandoned 
house on East Mountain Lake has been demolished.  The property on West Mountain Lake has 
been cleaned up.  The report of run-off on West Mountain Lake Drive is a civil matter.

FIRE DEPT REPORT: Mr. Serafin reported 19 calls for the month of July.

STATE POLICE REPORT: The report was not available.

ACT 537 REPORT: No update.

ROAD DEPARTMENT: Mr. Watkins reported they completed painting the bathrooms at the 
Rec field pavilion, demo of the old fire house is complete, property cleaned up and back filled 
with modified.  They also did some vehicle and equipment repairs and maintenance. 

ROAD DEPARTMENT FINANCES: For the month of July 2025 total expenses related to the 
Road Department were $25,131.80. 

OPEN RECORDS REPORT:  One request received regarding building permits.  An extension 
was requested so Mr. Alber could gather the requested information. 
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PLANNING BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS: None

RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES: 

Resolution 38-2025: Attorney Vinsko presented an agreement between Aqua Pennsylvania and 
the Bear Creek Township Volunteer Hose Company for Aqua to provide water service to the Fire 
Dept hydrant.  Aqua will charge the Fire Company a monthly fee of approximately $16.  A 
motion was made by Mr. Petlock to execute the agreement with Aqua, seconded by Mr. O’Hara.  
Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock and Mrs. Koval; yes.

Resolution 39-2025: Mr. Petlock made a motion to purchase a T770 T4 Bobcat Track Loader at a 
cost of $81,339.19.  LSA Grant monies of $56,508.00 are available for this purchase leaving a 
balance of $24,831.19 to be paid from General Funds. Mr. Ondich seconded the motion.  Vote: 
Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock and Mrs. Koval; yes.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT: Attorney Vinsko reported:

Attorney Vinsko will update the Board through a memo by this Wednesday regarding the fire 
hydrant, fire department tax credit ordinance, current cell tower offers and the Weiss Road joint 
hearing.

Fire Department Credit Ordinance: 

Short-term rental agreement:  Circulated among the Board and was discussed at executive 
session. Will be addressed at next meeting.

Cell Towers:

Weiss Road: 

Water Issue Rodie Drive: No update

Food Trucks: No update.

Aqua Fire Hydrant Issue: 

Laurel Run Road House:  No update.

OLD BUSINESS: 

Short term Rental agreement: Will be on agenda for next month.

ENGINEER’S REPORT: 

Forest Park Paving issues:  Mr. Totino reported he reached out to Bernie Banks, one of the 
owners at American.  He said he would have Bill Faux reach out this week. 
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Drainage Project: Project has been tabled due to the amount of funding available. Mr. Totino 
recommends bidding out portions of the project the road department can’t handle.  The Board 
advised Mr. Totino to get that portion of the project out on Penn bid. 

CORRESPONDENCE/NEW BUSINESS: 

SPCA Quarterly Report: A copy of the quarterly intake report and financials were provided to 
the Board and the public.

Rec Board meeting update:
-5k for September 27th at the Bear Creek Camp. 
-Turkey Bowl tentatively for November 16th to include flag football, chili/soup cook off and other 
Thanksgiving holiday themed activities and games.
-Soccer thanked the Board for the equipment purchase.
-Baseball/Soccer Golf tournament at W-B municipal on September 28th.
- Winter Corn Hole league discussed
-Movie in the park for end of school year
-Family Fourth of July Celebration

Rec Board would like to have sign boards where info can be posted. 
Next meeting to be held on October 2nd at 6:00 PM

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Peter Austin: Mr. Autin wanted to address the run off on Old East End Blvd and Route 115.  Mr. 
Totino explained what was going to be done to address the issue.

Charles Markofski: Mr. Markofski came to thank the Board for getting the abandoned home on 
East Mountain Lake Drive demolished. The Board acknowledged the issue but informed him that 
the homeowner finally stepped up and took care of the issue.

Mr. Petlock informed the public that the township would be applying for several grants through 
LSA for a fire department vehicle, for paving and for a flail/excavator.  The grant applications are 
due at the end of September.  We can also apply for the statewide LSA in November.

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Petlock, seconded by Mr. Ondich.  Vote: All present 
were in favor. 

Respectfully submitted: 

Paula Weihbrecht, Secretary



July 14, 2025                                                    Special Meeting
  

A special meeting of the Bear Creek Township Board of Supervisors was held at the Bear Creek 
Township Municipal Building on Monday, July 14, 2025 at 7:00 PM. An executive session of the 
Board was held prior to the start of the special meeting. 

Mrs. Koval called the meeting to order. Roll was called. Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Suchocki, 
Mr. Petlock and Mrs. Koval were present. Pledge to the flag followed.

MINUTES: Minutes from the July 7, 2025 meeting were reviewed.  A motion was made by Mr. 
Suchocki to approve the minutes as presented, seconded by Mr. O’Hara.  Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. 
O’Hara, Mr. Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval; yes.

Current Business:

o Drainage Project Award: Tabled

o Municipal Building Window Project: Tabled

o Cell Tower Agreement: Tabled

o Zoning Board Appointment:  The Board received emails from Robert Turinski and 
Greg Perez expressing interest in the open position on the township zoning hearing board. 
Mr. O’Hara made a motion to appoint Mr. Turinski to the position, seconded by Mr. 
Suchocki.  Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval; 
yes.

o Short-term Rental Ordinance: Tabled

o CDBG Grant:  The Township received notice they were approved for an amount of 
$166,378 under this grant opportunity.  The application was granted for the removal of 
architectural barriers.  This goes along with the approximate amount of $48,000 received 
through LSA funding to renovate the rec field by removing any obstacles and making it 
accessible to all.  The improvements will include a walking track and ADA 
improvements. 

Mr. Petlock asked if we would need to bid out engineering for the project.  Mr. Totino 
said if you want the grant to pay for engineering through CDBG, you would have to do 
and RFQ which is a request for qualifications.  The engineering firms would submit 
qualifications and you would go through and rank them based on criteria from HUD.  
From there you would award it to an engineer. If you do not follow this procedure, 
engineering costs will come out of General Funds.

Mr. Petlock made a motion to move forward with putting out an RFQ for engineering 
services for the CDBG rec field project, seconded by Mr. O’Hara.  Vote: Mr. Ondich, 
Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval; yes.

Mr. Petlock made a motion to name the ADA compliant walking track in honor of Eric 
Koval, as recommended by Mr. Ondich, seconded by Mr. Ondich. Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. 
O’Hara, Mr. Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval; yes.



July 14, 2025                                                    Special Meeting

Public Comment: 

o Lake Aleeda: The Lake Aleeda grant committee was present and spoke regarding 
applying for an LSA grant. They reached out to the county redevelopment authority and 
they do not meet again until August.  With grant applications due in September the 
committee felt it necessary to again ask the township to represent them in the application 
process. 

Mr. Petlock said that he was trying to work it out where we could combine a township 
project with theirs but felt the legalities may get in the way. Discussion continued.  Mr. 
Totino suggested they look into the Luzerne County Conservation District Dirt, Gravel 
and Low Volume Roads Program. The Boad said they would support them if they should 
apply for this funding.  Mr. Totino said the funding is available throughout the year and is 
awarded twice per year. 

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Ondich, seconded by Mr. O’Hara.  Vote: All present 
were in favor. 

Respectfully submitted: 

Paula Weihbrecht, Secretary



July 7, 2025                                     Regular Meeting
  

The monthly meeting of the Bear Creek Township Board of Supervisors was held at the Bear 
Creek Township Municipal Building on Monday, July 7, 2025 at 6:00 PM. 

Mrs. Koval called the meeting to order. Roll was called. Mr. Ondich, Mr. Suchocki, Mr. Petlock 
and Mrs. Koval were present.  Mr. O’Hara was absent. Pledge to the flag followed.

MINUTES: Minutes from the June 2, 2025 meeting were reviewed.  A motion was made by Mr. 
Petlock to approve the minutes as presented, seconded by Mr. Suchocki.  Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. 
Petlock and Mr. Suchocki; yes.  Mrs. Koval abstained.

TREASURER’S REPORT: For month ending June 2025, total income was $18,922.2 Total 
expenses were $37,646.40. Cash at the beginning of the period was $1,193,785.57.  Cash at the 
end of the period was 1,174,792.97.

RECEIPTS: Deposits for the month of June 2025 were $28,922.21. A motion to approve the 
receipts, subject to audit was made by Mr. Ondich, seconded by Mr. Petlock. Vote: Mr. Ondich, 
Mr. Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval; yes.

DISBURSEMENTS: Expenses for the month of June 2025 were $48,164.81.  A motion was 
made by Mr. Petlock to approve the disbursements, subject to audit, seconded by Mr. Ondich. 
Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock and Mrs. Koval; yes.  Mr. Suchocki abstained.

ZONING OFFICER’S REPORT:  Mr. Ondich reported $3656.38 total in permits. 

FIRE DEPT REPORT: Mr. Suchocki reported 13 calls for the month of June.

STATE POLICE REPORT: The report was not available.

ACT 537 REPORT: No update.

ROAD DEPARTMENT: Mr. Watkins reported the road crew cut grass when they could due to 
the rain, painted the pavilion bathrooms at the rec field and are preparing to demo the old fire 
house on Swanson Road.

ROAD DEPARTMENT FINANCES: For the month of June 2025 total expenses related to the 
Road Department were $18,402.00. 

OPEN RECORDS REPORT:  No requests received for June. 

PLANNING BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS: None

RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES: 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT: Attorney Vinsko reported: 

Fire Department Credit Ordinance: A copy of the ordinance has been circulated among the 
Board. This ordinance would allow the volunteer to receive a credit for earned income, Real 
Estate taxes or both.

The Fire Department would need to set up an application period as well as the criteria for persons 
to receive these benefits through their volunteer service. Criteria may be revised each year as 
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needed.  Comment will be taken at the next meeting and possibly put on the agenda for the 
September meeting.  Discussion followed and credit amounts were discussed. 

Short-term rental agreement:  Circulated among the Board and was discussed at executive 
session. Will be addressed at next meeting.

Cell Towers: Discussion will continue at executive session. Mr. Ondich asked when we will vote 
on this matter.  Attorney Vinsko said we may be ready as soon as next meeting.

Mountain Lake Abandoned Home: Attorney Vinsko permit has been issued and he will speak 
with Mr. Alber regarding matter.

Weiss Road: Attorney Vinsko stated Dennison will have this on their July agenda, we will have 
it for August.

Water Issue Rodie Drive: No update

Food Trucks: No update.

Aqua Fire Hydrant Issue:  Attorney Vinsko we should have an update by end of day July 14th.

Property appraisals:  No update.

Laurel Run Road House:  No update.

OLD BUSINESS: 

Short term Rental agreement: Will be on agenda for next month.

ENGINEER’S REPORT: 

Forest Park Paving issues:  Mr. Totino reported he met with personnel from American Asphalt 
and went over needed corrections. Warranty issues were discussed.  Some issues may be due to 
underlying issues.  Mr. Totino said existing base work was good.  Cross pipe may have been an 
issued. Cores can be done.

Drainage Project: Out for bid.  Due date extended due to the holiday.  Friday 11:00AM for bid 
opening.  Will be awarded at special meeting on Monday, July 14th at 7:00PM. Executive meeting 
will be held first at 6:00 PM.

LSA Grants: submittals due end of September.  Board needs to decide what they would like to 
do.  If they want to help Lake Aleeda or just apply for another project.

Mr. Petlock queried if we could combine a township drainage/paving project with the Lake 
Aleeda project and if need be split the grant money percentage wise if needed. Attorney Vinsko 
said we would just need this stated in the rant funding agreement. This would most likely be 
combined with a paving project for White Haven Pocono.
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. 

CORRESPONDENCE/NEW BUSINESS: 

Zoning Hearing Board member: The board received information from a township resident that 
expressed interest in the open position on the Zoning Hearing Board.  Mr. Petlock made a motion 
to approve Kevin Kundratic as the new zoning board member seconded by Mr. Ondich.  Vote: 
Mr. Ondich, Mr. Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval; yes.

Kate Totino:  Spoke about the request sent to the Board regarding soccer equipment for a total of 
$4425.00.  Mr. Ondich made a motion to approve the purchase of equipment, seconded by Mr. 
Petlock.  Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval; yes.

Electronic Recycling Event: Will be held in the lower rec field parking lot on August 2, 2025 
from 9:00 AM – Noon.

White Haven Library:  The Board received a thank you from the White Haven Library for their 
donation of $1000 towards the library’s summer program.

Rec Board Update:  Mr. Totino and Mr. Petlock updated the Board and public from the last rec 
board meeting held.  Discussion included Fourth of July community picnic, flag football turkey 
bowl, winter corn hole league and possibly a movie night. Mr. Ondich has already pledged $1000 

Fire Department: Breakfast to be held July 20th and picnic to be held on August 2nd.

Rec Board Meeting:  Mr. Petlock announced the next meeting would be held July 31st at 6PM

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Tracey O’Day:  Asked if anything is happening with speed signs with all the accidents occurring 
on Laurel Run Road. Mr. Petlock mentioned a speed sign.  Mr. Suchocki felt it would not help.

Bill Ragona:  Mr. Ragona of 1 Park Road spoke with the Board regarding taking over Park Road 
from the township.  It is a dirt road that only he lives on the road.  He would like it to become part 
of his property.  He stated a neighbor has access for propane delivery. Attorney Vinsko said they 
would need to do a 50/50 vacation of the road. Currently liquid fuels are being received so we 
would need to talk with PennDot.  Attorney Vinsko will look further into the matter.
. 

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Petlock, seconded by Mr. Suchocki.  Vote: All present 
were in favor. 

Respectfully submitted: 

Paula Weihbrecht, Secretary
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The monthly meeting of the Bear Creek Township Board of Supervisors was held at the Bear 
Creek Township Municipal Building on Monday, June 2, 2025 at 6:00 PM. 

Mr. Suchocki called the meeting to order. Roll was called. Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock 
and Mr. Suchocki were present.  Mrs. Koval was absent. Pledge to the flag followed.

Mr. Suchocki announced an executive session had been held on May 22, 2025 to discuss 
personnel and real estate matters.

MINUTES: Minutes from the May 5, 2025 meeting were reviewed.  A motion was made by Mr. 
Petlock to approve the minutes as presented, seconded by Mr. Ondich.  Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. 
O’Hara, Mr. Petlock and Mr. Suchocki; yes. 

TREASURER’S REPORT: For month ending May 2025, total income was $240,600.48 Total 
expenses were $100,905.28. Cash at the beginning of the period was $1,054,012.09.  Cash at the 
end of the period was 1,194,000.89.

RECEIPTS: Deposits for the month of May 2025 were $241,350.46. A motion to approve the 
receipts, subject to audit was made by Mr. O’Hara, seconded by Mr. Petlock. Vote: Mr. Ondich, 
Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock and Mr. Suchocki; yes.

DISBURSEMENTS: Expenses for the month of May 2025 were $101,361.66.  A motion was 
made by Mr. Petlock to approve the disbursements, subject to audit, seconded by Mr. Ondich. 
Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara and Mr. Petlock; yes.  Mr. Suchocki abstained.

ZONING OFFICER’S REPORT:  Mr. Ondich reported $1,878.33 total in permits. 

FIRE DEPT REPORT: Mr. Suchocki reported 24 calls for the month of May.

STATE POLICE REPORT: The report was not available.

ACT 537 REPORT: No update.

ROAD DEPARTMENT: Mr. Watkins reported they opened ditches with all the rain we have 
had, dealt with electrical issues at the rec field, playground equipment was put out for the season 
and grass seed planted. Area behind pavilion has been graded and seeded.  The access road to the 
parking lot has been widened. 

ROAD DEPARTMENT FINANCES: For the month of May 2025 total expenses related to the 
Road Department were $23,204.93. 

OPEN RECORDS REPORT:  No requests received for May. 

PLANNING BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Gardy Ondich Subdivision -dividing property on Suscon Road into five buildable lots with 
sewage plans complete.  Currently one lot has HOP.  Driveway access and maintenance 
agreements must be created before any construction begins in the future.
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Resolution 36-2025: A motion was made by Mr. Petlock to approve the Gardy Ondich 
Subdivision as recommended by the Planning Board, seconded by Mr. O’Hara.  Vote: Mr. 
Ondich abstained.  Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock and Mr. Suchocki; yes.

RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES: 

Resolution 35-2025: A motion was made by Mr. Ondich to approve an amount of $1000 to be 
donated to the White Haven Library for their summer program that many of the township’s WHP 
residents attend, seconded by Mr. Petlock.  Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock and Mr. 
Suchocki; yes.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT: Attorney Vinsko reported: 

Short-term rental agreement:  Circulated among the Board and was discussed at executive 
session. Will be addressed at next meeting.

Cell Towers: Attorney Vinsko stated matter was discussed at executive session. Mr. Ondich 
asked when we will vote on this matter.  Attorney Vinsko said we may be ready as soon as next 
meeting.

Mountain Lake Abandoned Home: Attorney Vinsko reported we have a permit application for 
demolition for the East Ave property.  Mr. Alber is working on the matter.

Weiss Road: Attorney Vinsko stated public comment needs to be scheduled for in July.
 
Water Issue Rodie Drive: No update

Food Trucks: No update.

Aqua Fire Hydrant Issue:  Attorney Vinsko said matter will go to court on Friday if water is not 
on by then.

Property appraisals:  No update.

Laurel Run Road House:  No update.

OLD BUSINESS: 

ENGINEER’S REPORT: 

Forest Park Paving issues:  Mr. Totino reported he met with personnel from American Asphalt a 
week prior to take a look at issues in Forest Park.  Job is under warranty; they will repair at no 
cost to township. Areas of concern have been marked and American will address. Mr. Totino 
shared email with Board from Mr. Faux from American regarding the matter.

Mr. Totino is currently working on the new drainage and paving project and anticipates getting it 
to Pennbid in the next two weeks. Would like to have it ready for vote at the July meeting

Grant Denial: Mr. Totino reported the township applied for the PA Small Water and Sewer grant 
on behalf of Lake Aleeda.  The application was denied.  He contacted the analyst for the 
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application and was informed the main reason for denial was the fact the roads and ditches are not 
Township owned and is a private road.

Sue Kellar from Lake Aleeda said they were under the assumption that since the township 
recommended that they apply that they were eligible.  She asked since they spent so much time 
and energy on this that maybe the Board would recommend them for an LSA grant.  Mr. Totino 
stated it is up to the Board of Supervisors to make that decision to sponsor them.  He also stated 
that they can approach the County to apply on their behalf as well.  The process is the same for 
the LSA with the exception that a match is not required.

. 

CORRESPONDENCE/NEW BUSINESS: 

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Steve Johnson- Mr. Johnson owns a property near an Airbnb on Sandpit Road that he owns the 
access road for.  He has issues with the property being used for a short term rental and has 
concerns with liability and also feels there should be set rules regarding the use.  Attorney Vinsko 
explained there is an ordinance in the works for short term rentals and Mr. Johnson can contact 
code enforcement with his concerns.

Electronic sign board- Mr. Petlock asked Mr. Watkins to get information and pricing regarding 
an electronic sign board for in front of the Muni.

Mr. Totino said he has electronic sign board info from helping out with one in another 
municipality.  He also explained the rules and permitting necessary to install a sign board. 

Rec Board Meeting:  Mr. Petlock announced the next meeting would be held June 18th at 6PM.

Jim Serafin: Mr. Serafin shared information with the Board about a state program which would 
give first responders a municipal tax credit. It would need to be adopted by the township if they 
would want to participate.  Mr. Serafin feels this can be used as an incentive for recruitment.

Mr. Vinsko will draft an ordinance and then the Board will review and take into consideration.
Records would need to be kept regarding participation in the fire department

Mr. Totino: Rec field flag is in bad shape and needs to be replaced.  Also, there is a raffle for a 
blackstone grill, $10 per ticket. 

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Petlock, seconded by Mr. Ondich.  Vote: All present 
were in favor. 

Respectfully submitted: 

Paula Weihbrecht, Secretary



May 5, 2025                                     Regular Meeting
  

The monthly meeting of the Bear Creek Township Board of Supervisors was held at the Bear 
Creek Township Municipal Building on Monday, May 5, 2025 at 6:00 PM. 

Mrs. Koval called the meeting to order. Roll was called. Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock, 
Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval were present.  Pledge to the flag followed.
.

MINUTES: Minutes from the April 7, 2025 meeting were reviewed.  A motion was made by Mr. 
Ondich to approve the minutes as presented, seconded by Mr. Petlock.  Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. 
O’Hara, Mr. Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval; yes. 

TREASURER’S REPORT: For month ending April 2025, total income was $24,799.02 Total 
expenses were $99,775.51. Cash at the beginning of the period was $1,126,119.22.  Cash at the 
end of the period was 1,053,472.09.

RECEIPTS: Deposits for the month of April 2025 were $24,799.02. A motion to approve the 
receipts, subject to audit was made by Mr. Petlock, seconded by Mr. O’Hara. Vote: Mr. Ondich, 
Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval; yes.

DISBURSEMENTS: Expenses for the month of April 2025 were $97,446.15.  A motion was 
made by Mr. Ondich to approve the disbursements, subject to audit, seconded by Mr. O’Hara. 
Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock and Mrs. Koval; yes.  Mr. Suchocki abstained.

ZONING OFFICER’S REPORT:  Mr. O’Hara reported $1,705.00 in permits. Continuance on 
the Roberts issue.  Vogue property must be demo’d by 5/14 or daily fines.

FIRE DEPT REPORT: The fire report for April 2025 included 16 calls, the majority being 
motor vehicle accidents. The burn ban has been lifted.

STATE POLICE REPORT: The report was not available.

ACT 537 REPORT: No update.

ROAD DEPARTMENT: Mr. Watkins reported they have the trucks ready for summer. Some 
cold patching has been done and shoulder ruts done with modified. 

Mr. Petlock asked if they could rent an attachment for the bobcat to do this rut and modified 
work. Mr. Watkins said they were able to figure it out using a plow. 

Mr. Suchocki asked if the roads were swept.  Mr. Watkins said that they were.

ROAD DEPARTMENT FINANCES: For the month of April 2025 total expenses related to the 
Road Department were $39,568.27. 

OPEN RECORDS REPORT:  One request received and answered. 

PLANNING BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS: None 

RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES: 
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SOLICITOR’S REPORT: Attorney Vinsko reported: 

Short-term rental agreement:  Circulated among the Board and was discussed at executive 
session. Will be addressed at next meeting.

Cell Towers: Attorney Vinsko stated he will share info and they will discuss at executive session.

Mountain Lake Abandoned Home: Attorney Vinsko reported he is working on an access order 
for Carl to be able to assess the property.  Deed was in deceased owners’ name. There are no 
current liens on property. 

Weiss Road: Attorney Vinsko is working with Dennison Twp to get this completed.
 
Water Issue Rodie Drive: No update

Food Trucks: No update.

Aqua Fire Hydrant Issue:  Attorney Vinsko reported the PUC is now involved. A report on the 
matter should be received within 60 days, Judge Hughes to address.

Property appraisals:  No update.

Laurel Run Road House:  Mr. Suchocki will talk to Carl about it.

ENGINEER’S REPORT: 

Mr. Totino not present.

OLD BUSINESS: 

American Asphalt Bond: Board will discuss road paving issues at executive session.  The Board 
would like Mr. Totino present for discussion.
 

CORRESPONDENCE/NEW BUSINESS: 

County Town Hall:  We were contacted by the county regarding having a town hall style 
meeting on August 4th or August 18th.  The Board would prefer they hold it the 18th.  Mr. Petlock 
said its no trouble to reschedule Planning meeting that was to be held that night.

Trash Cans: Mr. Watkins would like to purchase several trash cans for the parks. 

Resolution 34-2025: A resolution approving the purchase of 4 trash cans for the township parks.  
A motion was made by Mr. Ondich to approve the purchase, seconded by Mr. Petlock.  Vote: Mr. 
Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Suchocki, Mr. Petlock and Mrs. Koval; yes.

Firehouse Demo: Mr. Watkins is still waiting on PPL.

Soccer Field:  Mr. Watkins attended a Rec meeting and was asked about the soccer field behind 
the pavilion. He would like to rent a dozer to get the field in shape.  The Board gave the go ahead.



May 5, 2025                                     Regular Meeting

Material Storage Bins:  Mr. Watkins would like to create bins to store materials. He would wait 
until the road is paved.  This will keep the area neat.

Trailwood playground: Mr. Watkins feels they need more playground mulch at the park. He will 
contact Hanover nursery or Edwards to see if they have what he needs.

Trailwood Parking lot: Mr. Watkins wants to get a price on seal coat and striping for the parking 
area. 

PUBLIC COMMENT:

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Petlock, seconded by Mr. Suchocki.  Vote: All present 
were in favor. 

Respectfully submitted: 

Paula Weihbrecht, Secretary



April 7, 2025                                     Regular Meeting
 

The monthly meeting of the Bear Creek Township Board of Supervisors was held at the Bear 
Creek Township Municipal Building on Monday, April 7, 2025 at 6:00 PM. 

Mrs. Koval called the meeting to order. Roll was called. Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock, 
Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval were present.  Pledge to the flag followed.
.

MINUTES: Minutes from the March 3, 2025 meeting were reviewed.  A motion was made by 
Mr. O’Hara to approve the minutes as presented, seconded by Mr. Petlock.  Vote: Mr. Ondich, 
Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval; yes. 

TREASURER’S REPORT: For month ending March 2025, total income was $132,041.56 Total 
expenses were $42,988.77. Cash at the beginning of the period was $1,039,692.99.  Cash at the 
end of the period was 1,129,009.24.

RECEIPTS: Deposits for the month of March 2025 were $189,329.06. A motion to approve the 
receipts, subject to audit was made by Mr. Ondich, seconded by Mr. Suchocki. Vote: Mr. Ondich, 
Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval; yes.

DISBURSEMENTS: Expenses for the month of March 2025 were $100,012.81.  A motion was 
made by Mr. Petlock to approve the disbursements, subject to audit, seconded by Mr. O’Hara. 
Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock and Mrs. Koval; yes.  Mr. Suchocki abstained.

ZONING OFFICER’S REPORT:  Mr. O’Hara reported $1,705.00 in permits. Mr. Suchocki 
thanked Mr. Alber for handling a property posting on his day off.

FIRE DEPT REPORT: The fire report for March 2025 included 19 calls, the majority being 
motor vehicle accidents.

STATE POLICE REPORT: The report was not available.

ACT 537 REPORT: No update.

ROAD DEPARTMENT: Mr. Watkins reported they finally had a break from clearing snow.  
They did some painting and ceiling block replacement at the municipal office, they swept roads, 
cleaned ditches and filled potholes with cold patch.

Mr. Petlock asked Mr. Watkins to take care of some low hanging branches and limbs at 
Trailwood Park.

Mr. Watkins said mid-May would be the time for fertilization. He stated it is a two step process, it 
was budgeted and should be around $1800.  Mr. Ondich made a motion to proceed, second by 
Mr. Suchocki.  All present were in favor.

Mr. Totino said baseball would like to make Chappy field into a T-ball/Coach pitch field. The 
league would stake it out and the DPW would cut it. Mr. Watkins will rent a machine to complete 
the work.

ROAD DEPARTMENT FINANCES: For the month of March 2025 total expenses related to 
the Road Department were $222,465.90. 



April 7, 2025                                     Regular Meeting
OPEN RECORDS REPORT:  Two requests received and answered. .

PLANNING BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS: Planning Board met and current submission is 
ongoing. 

RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES: 

Resolution 32-2025: A resolution stating the inclusion of the pension will be retroactive January 
2025 and it empowers the pension board to invest on our behalf and also confirms authorization 
for the township secretary to sign. A motion to approve was made by Mr. Petlock, seconded by 
Mr. Suchocki.  Vote: all present were in favor.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT: Attorney Vinsko reported: 

Short-term rental agreement:  Circulated among the Board and was discussed at executive 
session. Minimum rental set at 30 days.  It will be advertised and put on for next meeting.

Cell Towers: Attorney Vinsko stated he will share info and they will discuss at executive session.

Mountain Lake Abandoned Home: Attorney Vinsko will notify owner and will proceed with 
lien and/or demolition. 

Weiss Road: Attorney Vinsko has circulated the ordinance. Both Bear Creek Twp and Dennison 
Twp will pass ordinance. The next step will be raised at the May meeting and then a joint public 
meeting with Dennison will need to be held in the middle of May.  A second passage will be in 
June and then it will need to be sent to all state agencies and the county.  Exhibits D and E are not 
yet included as these will be the way the boundaries will look once after the acquisition. Then it 
will be advertised and should be complete.  Liquid Fuels change will take place as of January 1, 
2026.
 
Water Issue Rodie Drive: No update

Food Trucks: No update.

Aqua Fire Hydrant Issue:  Attorney Vinsko reported the PUC is now involved.

Property appraisals:  No update.

Laurel Run Road Signage:  No update

Mrs. Koval announced an Executive Session was held on March 18, 2025.

ENGINEER’S REPORT: 

Mr. Totino reported:

Forest Park paving cracks: will follow up with Bill from American.
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OLD BUSINESS: 

. 

CORRESPONDENCE/NEW BUSINESS: 

Lake Aleeda: Frank Westawski reported they received the link for the PA Small Water and 
Sewer grant application for the stormwater and asked if the Board will help with a grant for the 
roads to be tar and chipped.
Mr. O’Hara stated that they felt if we applied for additional grant monies for Lake Aleeda (LSA), 
it could be hurting the township’s chance of receiving funding for another project.
Mr. Westawski asked if that was a no?  Mr. O’Hara confirmed that was the case.
Mr. Totino suggested they ask the county to apply on their behalf.
The Secretary will apply for the PA Small Water and Sewer grant and asked that they provide 
their information by April 21st. The resolution will be ratified at the May meeting.

Zoning Board Time Change:  The Zoning Hearing Board requested a time change for scheduled 
hearings.  They have asked for all future hearing be held at 6:00 PM instead of 7:00 PM.
Mr. Petlock made a motion to approve the time change, seconded by Mr. O’Hara. Vote: all 
present were in favor.

Fire Department Donation:  Mr. O’Hara made a motion to give the fire department an 
additional $20,000.  Mr. Petlock seconded the motion.  Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara and Mr. 
Petlock voted yes.  Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval abstained.

Rec Board Update: Mr. Totino asked the Board about the creation of a checking account for the 
Rec Board.  It will be needed for the Community Flea Market planned for May 31st.  The funds 
would be used for recreation. Attorney Vinsko advised it would be best to do this through the 
township.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Charles Markofski: Mr. Markofski asked where things stand with the abandoned property on 
Mountain Lake. Attorney Vinsko explained what has been done so far to contact the property 
owners and the steps that can be taken to rectify.

Mrs. Koval reminded everyone of the Fire Department Fish Fry on Friday.

A motion to adjourn was made by Mrs. Koval, seconded by Mr. Petlock.  Vote: All present 
were in favor. 

Respectfully submitted: 

Paula Weihbrecht, Secretary



March 3, 2025                                     Reorg/Regular Meeting
 

The monthly meeting of the Bear Creek Township Board of Supervisors was held at the Bear 
Creek Township Municipal Building on Monday, March 3, 2025 at 6:00 PM. 

Mrs. Koval called the meeting to order. Roll was called. Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock, 
Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval were present.  Pledge to the flag followed.
.

MINUTES: Minutes from the February 3, 2025 meeting were reviewed.  A motion was made by 
Mr. O’Hara to approve the minutes as presented, seconded by Mr. Petlock.  Vote: Mr. Ondich, 
Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval; yes. 

TREASURER’S REPORT: For month ending February 2025, total income was $130,495.09 
Total expenses were $408,455.83. Cash at the beginning of the period was $1,317,273.06.  Cash 
at the end of the period was 1,039,702.99.

RECEIPTS: Deposits for the month of February 2025 were $280,495.09. A motion to approve 
the receipts, subject to audit was made by Mr. Ondich, seconded by Mr. Suchocki. Vote: Mr. 
Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval; yes.

DISBURSEMENTS: Expenses for the month of February 2025 were $558,065.16.  A motion 
was made by Mr. Petlock to approve the disbursements, subject to audit, seconded by Mr. 
Suchocki. Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock and Mrs. Koval; yes. 

ZONING OFFICER’S REPORT:  Mr. O’Hara reported $405.00 in permits and some issues to 
be settled with the magistrate for the month.

FIRE DEPT REPORT: The fire report for February 2025 included 16 calls, the majority being 
motor vehicle accidents.

STATE POLICE REPORT: The report was not available.

ACT 537 REPORT: No update.

ROAD DEPARTMENT: Mr. Watkins reported they salted and plowed as needed throughout the 
month.  Two truck loads of salt were received and stored.  Renovations in the muni offices have 
been started.

ROAD DEPARTMENT FINANCES: For the month of February 2025 total expenses related to 
the Road Department were $28,579.91. 

OPEN RECORDS REPORT:  One request received for salary and employee information. 
Request fulfilled.

PLANNING BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS: March meeting to be moved from the 17th to 
the 18th.

RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES:  None

.
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SOLICITOR’S REPORT: Attorney Vinsko reported: 

Short-term rental agreement:  Circulated among the Board and will be discussed at executive 
session.

Cell Towers: Attorney Vinsko stated the extension goes until 2029. Currently there are two 
offers and we are waiting on a third.  All info will be circulated to the Board.

Mountain Lake Abandoned Home: matter is with the magistrate.

Airbnb: Short term rental agreement will be circulated among the Board for approval at next 
months meeting. 

Weiss Road: GIS is done and Dennison approval is done. They will be filed and advertised.

Water Issue Rodie Drive: No update

Food Trucks: No update.

Aqua Fire Hydrant Issue:  Attorney Vinsko reported the documents have been signed and 
should be closed out soon.

Property appraisals:  No update.

Laurel Run Road Signage:  No update

ENGINEER’S REPORT: 

Mr. Totino reported:

Forest Park paving cracks: pictures of damage and crack in the roads recently paved in Forest 
Park were shared with the Board.  Mr. Totino will be in contact with American.

Stormwater improvements: surveying will be done on Old East End Blvd so the project can be 
put out to bid. Possible award in April.?.

OLD BUSINESS: 

. 

CORRESPONDENCE/NEW BUSINESS: 

Lake Aleeda: Frank Westawski represented the Lake Aleeda association in asking for the 
township’s help in seeking grant money. The association recently took ownership of the road and 
now need to address the condition of the road and the stormwater issues.

He presented to budgets, one for tar and chip ($334,000) and the other for blacktop ($721,000). 
The Board reviewed the information presented. 



March 3, 2025                                     Reorg/Regular Meeting

Mr. Totino reminded them that a grant would require prevailing wage and they should make sure 
their soft costs and administrative costs should be added into the total.  Mr. Totino explained the 
PA Small Water grant that could help with the stormwater portion of the work. Up to $500,000 
could be available and requires a 15% match.  There is also a county program for dirt and gravel 
roads which Mr. Totino said he would look into and see if it was something they could use.  The 
last option would be applying for an LSA grant.  These would be basically the only options for 
grant money and the township would need to apply on the association’s behalf.

Discussion followed. Mr. O’Hara asked to table the matter until the next meeting so the Board 
could discuss in more detail at executive session.

DEP Sewage Complaints:  Two complaints were received and Steve Egenski looked into them.  
Report was shared with the Board.

Liquid Fuels: Notification was received that the allocation for 2025 would be deposited in 
March.

Rec Board Update: Mr. Petlock reported the newly formed board met recently.  They would like 
to create a Rec Board tab on the township website. Mr. Petlock asked Mr. Watkins for his help 
with the website.  He also asked Attorney Vinsko about setting up banking for the Rec Board and 
if it should go through the township. Attorney Vinsko offered several options and discussion 
followed.

Mr. Totino, representing Baseball, made a request on their behalf to the Board for several items:
- (2) 100 x 100 tarps with pins
- portable fence for the softball field
- field conditioner
- diamond tex

Resolution 31-2025:  Mr. Petlock made a motion to approve the purchase of the items requested 
by baseball, seconded by Mr. Suchocki. Vote: Mr. Ondich and Mr. O’Hara; no. Mr. Petlock, Mr. 
Suchocki and Mrs. Koval; yes.  Motion passes.

Next meeting of the Rec Board will be March 26th at 6:00PM.
.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Mrs. Koval reminded everyone of the Fire Department Fish Fry every Friday during Lent.

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Ondich, seconded by Mr. O’Hara.  Vote: All present 
were in favor. 

Respectfully submitted: 

Paula Weihbrecht, Secretary



February 3, 2025                                     Reorg/Regular Meeting

The monthly meeting of the Bear Creek Township Board of Supervisors was held at the Bear 
Creek Township Municipal Building on Monday, February 3, 2025 at 6:00 PM. 

Mrs. Koval called the meeting to order. Roll was called. Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock 
and Mrs. Koval were present.  Mr. Suchocki was absent.   Pledge to the flag followed.

Mrs. Koval announced that an Executive session had been held on Friday, January 31, 2025.

MINUTES: Minutes from the January 6, 2025 meeting were reviewed.  A motion was made by 
Mr. Petlock to approve the minutes as presented, seconded by Mr. O’Hara.  Vote: Mr. Ondich, 
Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock and Mrs. Koval; yes. 

TREASURER’S REPORT: For month ending January 2025, total income was $28,986.87.  
Total expenses were $67,240.41. Cash at the beginning of the period was $1,355,878.97.  Cash at 
the end of the period was 1,317,283.05.

RECEIPTS: Deposits for the month of January 2025 were $29,011.87. A motion to approve the 
receipts, subject to audit was made by Mr. O’Hara, seconded by Mr. Ondich. Vote: Mr. Ondich, 
Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock and Mrs. Koval; yes.

DISBURSEMENTS: Expenses for the month of January 2025 were $67,607.79.  A motion was 
made by Mr. O’Hara to approve the disbursements, subject to audit, seconded by Mr. Petlock. 
Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock and Mrs. Koval; yes. 

ZONING OFFICER’S REPORT:  Four Certificates of Occupancy were issued for the month 
for a total of $200 and one complaint was addressed.

FIRE DEPT REPORT: The fire report for January 2025 included 18 calls, the majority being 
motor vehicle accidents.

STATE POLICE REPORT: The report was not available.

ACT 537 REPORT: No update.

ROAD DEPARTMENT: Mr. Watkins reported for the month of January the road department 
plowed and salted as needed as well as performed preventative maintenance on vehicles and 
equipment.  They assembled shelving and converted the lighting in the municipal building garage 
to LED.

ROAD DEPARTMENT FINANCES: For the month of January 2025 total expenses related to 
the Road Department were $28,579.91. 

OPEN RECORDS REPORT:  No new requests.

PLANNING BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS: No new business

RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES: 

Resolution 13-2025: A resolution adopting the employee handbook and bylaw revisions.  A 
motion was made by Mr. Petlock to approve, seconded by Mr. O’Hara.  Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. 
O’Hara, Mr. Petlock and Mrs. Koval; yes.



February 3, 2025                                     Reorg/Regular Meeting

Resolution 14-2025: A resolution granting PPL an extended right of way from 15 to 25 feet 
throughout the township.  A motion was made by Mr. Ondich, seconded by Mr. Petlock.  Vote:  
Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock and Mrs. Koval; yes

Resolution 15-2025: A resolution increasing the annual Supervisor compensation rate from 
$1875 per year to $3145 per year beginning January 1, 2025 and only for newly elected board 
members as per the Second-Class Township Code.  Mr. Ondich made a motion to approve, 
seconded by Mr. O’Hara.  Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara and Mrs. Koval; yes. Mr. Petlock; no.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT: Attorney Vinsko reported: 

Cell Towers: Attorney Vinsko is working with Mr. Zingaretti to finalize agreement terms.

Mountain Lake Abandoned Home: matter is with the magistrate.

Airbnb: Short term rental agreement will be circulated among the Board for approval at next 
months meeting. 

Weiss Road: matter is complete, needs to be recorded and sent to PennDOT. 

Water Issue Rodie Drive: No update

Food Trucks: No update.

Aqua Fire Hydrant Issue:  Attorney Vinsko reported the matter was discussed at executive 
session and a memo circulated.

Property appraisals:  No update.

Laurel Run Road Signage:  No update

ENGINEER’S REPORT: 

Mr. Totino reported:

Rising Light Ridge provided a letter for a public water permit, it is a general notice through 
DEP, it does not mean they are getting public water, it means it is not going through one 
residence, one structure but going to multiple buildings and structures.

Letter of Stream re-designation:  Mr. Totino just received the letter and will review and update 
the Board.

American Asphalt: Mr. Totino went over all the quantities and numbers for the paving project. 
Original cost was $1,031,697.05.  After all changes there was an increase of $124,00.00.  With 
the deduction for the removal of Maple and Pike we had a net decrease of$ 3, 140. 06.  We were 
under budget for the entire paving project over a span of 1 ½ years.  We did not get charged for 
any asphalt indexes or increases. We are under warranty now.  Mr. Totino presented the pay 
application for a total of $339,216.45. It has been approved and we just need to execute the 
change order. All certified payrolls were received and there was no 10% holdback.



February 3, 2025                                     Reorg/Regular Meeting

OLD BUSINESS: 

Rec Board Creation:  At the re-organization meeting in January the Board decided to pursue the 
creation of a rec board.  Mr. Petlock spearheaded the effort and contacted individuals who 
expressed interest in being a part of the board and also contacted others the BOS believed would 
be a good fit for the newly created rec board. 
 
Resolution 16-2025: A motion was made by Mr. Petlock setting the terms at 1 year and agreeing 
the positions will be reviewed each year at the January re-organization meeting, seconded by Mr. 
Ondich. Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock and Mrs. Koval; yes.
  

Resolution 17 -2025: Mr. O’Hara made a motion to approve Mr. Petlock as Supervisor at large 
for the rec board, seconded by Mr. Ondich.  Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara and Mrs. Koval; yes.  
Mr. Petlock abstained.

Resolution 18-2025: Mr. Petlock made a motion to approve Nicki Pachucki as the Charter 
School rec board representative, seconded by Mr. Ondich. Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. 
Petlock and Mrs. Koval; yes.

Resolution 19-2025: Mr. Ondich made a motion to approve Collin Grooms as the Bear Creek 
Camp rec board representative, seconded by Mr. O’Hara.  Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. 
Petlock and Mrs. Koval: yes.

Resolution 20-2025: Mr. O’Hara made a motion to approve Lonny Zannetti as the Rising Light 
Ridge rec board representative, seconded by Mr. Petlock.  Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. 
Petlock and Mrs. Koval; yes.

Resolution 21-2025: Mr. Petlock made a motion to approve Courtney Hagy as Baseball rec board 
representative, seconded by Mrs. Koval.  Vote: Mr. Ondich; no, Mr. O’Hara; no, Mr. Petlock and 
Mrs. Koval; yes.  Resolution fails due to lack of majority. 

Resolution 22-2025: Mr. Ondich made a motion to approve Greg Perez as Baseball rec board 
representative, seconded by Mr. O’Hara.  Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock and Mrs. 
Koval; yes.

Resolution 23-2025: Mr. Petlock made a motion to approve Kate Totino as Soccer rec board 
representative, seconded by Mrs. Koval.  Vote: Mr. Ondich; no, Mr. O’Hara; no, Mr. Petlock; 
yes, Mrs. Koval; yes. Resolution fails due to lack of majority.

Resolution 24-2025: Mr. Ondich made a motion to approve Gina Williams as Soccer rec board 
representative, seconded by Mr. O’Hara. Vote: Mr. Ondich and Mr. O’Hara; yes, Mr. Petlock; no, 
Mrs. Koval; abstains.  Resolution passes.

Resolution 25-2025: Mr. Petlock made a motion to approve Donald Totino as a member at large 
to the rec board, seconded by Mr. O’Hara.  Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock and Mrs. 
Koval; yes.
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Resolution 26-2025: Mr. Petlock made a motion to approve Jim Serafin as a member at large to 
the rec board, seconded by Mr. O’Hara. Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock and Mrs. 
Koval; yes.

Mr. Petlock recommended the first official meeting be Thursday, February 20th at 6:00PM.  The 
public is invited to attend.

Resolution 27-2025: Mr. Petlock made a motion to appoint Jim Serafin as the Assistant EMA, 
filling the vacant position, second by Mr. O’Hara.  Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock 
and Mrs. Koval; yes.

The Board discussed that one zoning board position and the alternate SEO position still need to 
be filled. 

Resolution 28-2025: Mr. Petlock made a motion to appoint Tom DeAngelo as alternate SEO, 
seconded by Mr. Ondich. Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock and Mrs. Koval; yes. 

CORRESPONDENCE/NEW BUSINESS: 

Resolution 29-2025: A resolution approving the new fee schedule for Kuharchik, a company that 
maintains the traffic light at the municipal building.  A motion to approve was made by Mr. 
Petlock, seconded by Mr. O’Hara.  Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock and Mrs. Koval; 
yes.

Resolution 30-2025: A resolution approving the use of Trailwood Park for a dog walk fundraiser 
scheduled for May 10 to raise funds for a service dog memorial. A motion to approve was made 
by Mr. Petlock, seconded by Mr. Ondich.  Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock and Mrs. 
Koval; yes.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Mr. Turinski said January 17th he was walking his dog at the Rec Field and the millings were 
torn up and damaged again. The same night they did the same at Trailwood Park.

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Petlock, seconded by Mrs. Koval.  Vote: All present were 
in favor. 

Respectfully submitted: 

Paula Weihbrecht, Secretary



January 6, 2025                                     Reorg/Regular Meeting

The organizational and regular meeting of the Bear Creek Township Board of Supervisors was 
held at the Bear Creek Township Municipal Building on Monday, January 6, 2025 at 6:00 PM. 

Mrs. Koval called the meeting to order. Roll was called. Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara (via Zoom), 
Mr. Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval were present.  Pledge to the flag followed.

Mrs. Koval, as temporary Chairperson, declared all positions vacant. 

Mr. Petlock made a motion to approve the following appointments, seconded by Mr. Ondich.  All 
were in favor.

Mrs. Koval as Chairperson.

Mr. Suchocki as Vice-Chair 

Mr. Ondich as Roadmaster

Paula Weihbrecht as Secretary/Treasurer

Mr. Petlock as Open Records Officer

BHW as Zoning and Code Enforcement

Steve Egenski as Sewage Enforcement Officer.

Alternate Sewage Enforcement Officer- vacant
 
Pennoni Associates as Township Engineer

Associates as Solicitor for the Board of Supervisors and the Planning Board 

Angelo Terrana as Solicitor for the Zoning Hearing Board.

Ed Jasulevicz as Primary EMA, 

Assistant EMA- vacant.

First Monday of each month at 6:00PM as Regular meeting day and time

Karen Kollar as Planning Board Secretary

Paula Weihbrecht as Zoning Hearing Board Secretary

Tony Ciliberto and Scott Sherwood as Planning Board Members

Zoning Hearing Board Member- vacant

Jeff Popple as Vacancy Board Member

Mrs. Koval as Convention Voting Delegate
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Peoples Bank as General Fund Depository

Township Secretary/Treasurer as Administrator of the Pension Plan. 

Resolution 1-2025: A resolution establishing the Bear Creek Twp. fee schedule for 2025, Motion 
to approve made by Mr. Suchocki, seconded by Mrs. Koval. Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. 
Suchocki and Mrs. Koval; yes.  Mr. Petlock voted no.

Resolution 2-2025: A resolution establishing the Bear Creek Township Uniform Construction 
Code Fee Schedule for 2025.  Motion to approve made by Mr. Ondich, seconded by Mr. Petlock. 
Vote: all were in favor.

Resolution 3-2025: A resolution setting the Township Per Capita Tax rate at $0.00. Motion to 
approve made by Mr. Petlock, seconded by Mr. Suchocki. Vote: all were in favor.

Resolution 4-2025: A resolution appointing BHW as third-party administrator of the Uniform 
Construction Code. Motion to approve made by Mr. Suchocki, seconded by Mr. Ondich.  Vote: 
all were in favor

Resolution 5-2025: A resolution establishing a millage rate for Bear Creek Township for 
2025 to retain the millage rate at .4412 and further that the Bear Creek Volunteer Hose Company 
shall be awarded ¼ mil (.1103) for 2025. Motion was made by Mr. Suchocki, seconded by Mr. 
Petlock.  Vote: all were in favor.

Resolution 6-2024: A resolution retaining the Bear Creek Township Homestead Exemption at a 
value of $20,000 property reduction. Motion to approve was made by Mr. Ondich, seconded by 
Mr. Petlock.  Vote: all were in favor.

Resolution 7-2025: A resolution reappointing Bear Creek Volunteer Hose Co. as primary fire 
and rescue unit in Bear Creek Township. Motion made by Mr. Petlock, seconded by Mr. Ondich. 
Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara and Mr. Petlock; yes.  Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval abstained.

Resolution 8-2025: Ambulance Service- A resolution continuing the current arrangements with 
the primary BLS responder being Plains Twp., which does not include the WHP development.  
White Haven Ambulance is the primary BLS for the WHP development.  Plains Twp. Ambulance 
will remain the primary ALS responder for the entire Bear Creek Township. Motion was made by 
Mr. Petlock, seconded by Mr. Ondich. Vote: all were in favor.

Resolution 9-2025: A resolution setting the township office hours Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Friday 9:00 AM-6:00 PM, Saturday 9:00AM -1:00PM. Motion was made by Mr. Ondich, 
seconded by Mr. Suchocki. Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, and Mr. Suchocki; yes.  Mr. Petlock 
and Mrs. Koval; no.
.. 
Resolution 10-2025: A resolution requiring at least 2 Supervisors to sign all checks and 
necessary bank papers. Motion made by Mr. Petlock, seconded by Mrs. Koval. Vote: all were in 
favor.

Resolution 11-2025: A resolution approving mileage paid at IRS approved rate for township 
travel. Motion made by Mr. Ondich, seconded by Mr. Petlock.  Vote: all were in favor.
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Resolution 12-2025: A resolution appointing each Supervisor to do labor as needed, to the extent 
not prohibited by 2nd Class Township Code.  Motion made by Mr. Ondich, seconded by Mr. 
Petlock. Vote: all were in favor.

Regular Meeting:

Mrs. Koval announced that an Executive session had been held on Thursday, January 2nd.

MINUTES: Minutes from the December 2, 2024 meeting were reviewed.  A motion was made 
by Mr. Petlock to approve the minutes as presented, seconded by Mr. Ondich 
Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval; yes. 

TREASURER’S REPORT: For month ending December 2024, total income was $60,720.62.  
Total expenses were $76,598.13. Cash at the beginning of the period was $1,371,479.68.  Cash at 
the end of the period was 1,355,878.97.

RECEIPTS: Deposits for the month of December 2024 were $60,724.95. A motion to approve 
the receipts, subject to audit was made by Mr. Petlock, seconded by Mr. Ondich. Vote: Mr. 
Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval; yes.

DISBURSEMENTS: Expenses for the month of December 2024 were $76,325.66.  A motion 
was made by Mrs. Koval to approve the disbursements, subject to audit, seconded by Mr. Petlock. 
Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs. Koval; yes. 
 

ZONING OFFICER’S REPORT:  Three permits were issued, 1 Certificate of Occupancy and 2 
Zoning Permits for a total of $150 and UCC permits for $838.50.
There were 4 complaints addressed for the month of December.

FIRE DEPT REPORT: The fire report for December included 18 calls, the majority being 
motor vehicle accidents.

STATE POLICE REPORT: The report was not available.

ACT 537 REPORT: No update.

ROAD DEPARTMENT: Mr. Watkins read the road report. For the month of December, the 
crew was either plowing and treating roads or repairing equipment and vehicles.

ROAD DEPARTMENT FINANCES: For the month of December 2024 total expenses related 
to the Road Department were $22,755.56. 

OPEN RECORDS REPORT:  No new requests.

PLANNING BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS: No new business
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SOLICITOR’S REPORT: Attorney Vinsko reported: 

Cell Towers: Attorney Vinsko sent a memo to the Board.  Two offers have been received and we 
are waiting on two more.

Mountain Lake Abandoned Home: Attorney Vinsko is working on getting the property signed 
over to the township for demolition.  He may need to pursue emergency access if necessary. 

Weiss Road: matter is with Mr. McLaughlin with Dennison Township in review. 

Water Issue Rodie Drive: No update

Food Trucks: No update.

Aqua Fire Hydrant Issue:  Attorney Vinsko reported the final language of the agreement has 
been approved and sent to their counsel. $70 per year, $140 if over 5000 gallons.

Handbook Update: has been circulated.  If everyone is ok with it we will add to the agenda for 
next month for approval.

Rec Board: No update.

Property appraisals:  No update.

Laurel Run Road Signage:  No update

ENGINEER’S REPORT: 

Mr. Totino addressed the Board with the new bidding thresholds for 2025.   Contracts under 
$12,900 need only one quote.  Contracts between $12,900 and $23,800 require 3 phone bids. 
(Pennoni requires these in writing for auditing purposes) and any contract over $23,900 requires a 
sealed bid process. 

Paving project- quantities will be finalized at an upcoming meeting so we can get the pay 
application for final payment on the project.

Pike Road: There is a cross pipe that PennDOT cleaned out, there was discussion about the 
condition of the pipe.  We could call a Roto Rooter type of company to check the condition of the 
pipe. 

State Roads: Mr. Totino is going to put together a list of things that may be an issue on state 
roads throughout the township.  It will be a living document that we will share with PennDot to 
put on their maintenance schedule.

Water Run-off: Mrs. Koval said she has witnessed and has had residents contact her about heavy 
rain water coming down Pike Road and Swanson Road and going across 115 causing dangerous 
conditions.  Mr. Totino said he will check it out and report back.
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Mr. Petlock asked if Mr. Totino had an information on the pipe work project on 115 near 
Meadow Run Landscaping.  Mr. Totino said he did not but he would reach out and see what he 
can find out.

Mr. Ondich asked if we want to solicit drainage work quotes for the area near 115 and Old East 
End Blvd.  Mr. Totino said he will take care of this.

OLD BUSINESS: 

CORRESPONDENCE/NEW BUSINESS: 

Mr. Petlock stated that again in 2025 he will not be taking the township health care or health care 
reimbursement.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Mr. Turinski stated there is an area on Laurel Run Road where water sits. Mr. Petlock feels there 
is a cross pipe there that is blocked.  Mrs. Koval said she will let PennDOT know.

Mrs. Koval reminded everyone to support the Fire Department at their upcoming breakfast.

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Petlock, seconded by Mr. Ondich.  Vote: All were in 
favor. 

Respectfully submitted: 

Paula Weihbrecht, Secretary


