June 1, 2026 Regular Meeting

The regular meeting of the Bear Creek Township Board of Supervisors was held at the Bear
Creek Township Municipal Building on Monday, June 1, 2026 at 6:00 PM.

Mr. Suchocki announced executive sessions were held on May 20™ and 27" to discuss personnel
matters.

Mr. Suchocki called the meeting to order. Roll was called. Mr. Weitz, Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara,
Mr. Petlock and Mr. Suchocki were present. Pledge to the flag followed.

MINUTES: Minutes from the May 4, 2026 meeting were reviewed. A motion was made by Mr.
Petlock to approve the minutes, seconded by Mr. O’Hara. Vote: all were in favor.

TREASURER’S REPORT: For month ending May 2026, total income was $181,522.89. Total
expenses were $57,298.75. Cash at the beginning of the period was $1,216,636.07. Cash at the
end of the period was 1,341,096.05.

RECEIPTS: Deposits for the month of May 2026 were $181,522.89. A motion to approve the
receipts, subject to audit was made by Mr. O’Hara, seconded by Mr. Ondich. Vote: Mr. Weitz,
Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Ondich, Mr. Petlock and Mr. Suchocki; yes.

DISBURSEMENTS: Expenses for the month of May 2026 were $57,062.91. A motion was
made by Mr. Weitz to approve the disbursements, subject to audit, seconded by Mr. Petlock.
Vote: Mr. Weitz, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Ondich, Mr. Petlock and Mr. Suchocki; yes.

ZONING OFFICER’S REPORT: Mr. Weitz reported $1,125.00 in township permits and
$13,795.50 in UCC permits for a total of $14,920.50 for the month of May.

FIRE DEPT REPORT: 16 calls were reported for the month of May.

STATE POLICE REPORT: The report was not available.

ACT 537 REPORT: No update.

ROAD DEPARTMENT: Mr. Kachinko reported for the month of May grass and weed
whacking was done throughout the township. Parks and properties were maintained; picnic tables
were pressure washed. Ditch work done. Equipment and vehicles maintained.

Mr. Petlock asked if we were going to bid out the ditch work at Old East End or see if the road
department would be able to handle it. Mr. Totino and Mr. Kachinko will check the project out
and discuss if it is something they would be comfortable handling.

ROAD DEPARTMENT FINANCES: For the month of May 2026 total expenses related to the
Road Department were $32,500.82.

OPEN RECORDS REPORT: One request was received and answered within the designated
time frame.
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PLANNING BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS: Board met and reorganized and reviewed the
draft ordinances regarding data centers and solar farms.

RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES: None

SOLICITOR’S REPORT: Attorney Vinsko reported:

Bond Issue: Attorney Vinsko will be updating the Board via email within the next few days.
Cell Towers: No update.

Water Issue Rodie Drive: No update

Land Development: No update.

Weiss Road: Waiting on Dennison Twp to pass ordinance.

Property Appraisals: Being done by Alan Rosen.

OLD BUSINESS:

ENGINEER’S REPORT:

CORRESPONDENCE/NEW BUSINESS:

Rec Board Movie Night: A movie night in the park will be held on Tuesday, June 9" at the Rec
field. The public is invited and refreshments will be available

Electronic Recycling Event: Scheduled for Saturday, July 11" from 9:00 am — Noon.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Kristeen Harrison: from Oakridge Road asked for an update on speed bumps/humps in regard to
slowing traffic down on Oakridge. Mr. Totino said they would be speed humps which will have
striping and will go up and come back down gradually. They can be permanent or removable.

He will price them out. He also said placement is important for safety reasons. Ms. Harrison
asked if the speed limit had to be 25mph. Mr. Totino said in order to receive liquid fuels funding
for the road; the speed limit must be at least 25mph. He also said if we were to lower the speed
limit there would be no enforcement.

Linda Evans: Ms. Evans — in regard to the draft ordinance for data centers and solar farm, she
stated that she was under the impression that the state is requiring municipalities to come up with
an ordinance/plan and wanted to know if the township was given a specific deadline as to when
the Board must have an approved plan. Attorney Vinsko responded that the state did not give us
that directive, the state law requires us to have one; our curative amendment says the passage of it
has to be September 3-2026.
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Ms. Evans inquired about public meetings concerning this and wanted to know if it would occur
after the planning board came up with a draft. She asked if the public input would have any
bearing on what is going to be drafted. Attorney Vinsko said absolutely, the drafts are just drafts.
That’s why they require a public hearing, so they can have input and this gives the Board time if
there is a substantial change that it can go back to the planning board and county and so on. The
public hearing is scheduled for June 17" at 6 PM at the Charter School and will be continued on
July 15", 6 PM at the Charter School. All other meetings will be advertised and nothing will be
passed before these public hearings. Final draft will also be available to the public.

Peter Austin: Thanked the Board for the work done by the road department on Old East End
Blvd. Mr. Austin then went on to ask about the public hearing on June 17" and July 15™.
Attorney Vinsko explained that it is the same public hearing, just continued over two nights so
everyone has a chance to give input. Depending on changes, there could be yet another.
Everything will be announced and available on the Township Facebook and website. Mr. Austin
asked if anyone had reached out to neighboring municipalities to see if they have ordinances that
they are working on. Attorney Vinsko said basically every municipality around has something in
the works or has already completed one. Discussion continued

Patty Shuleski: said it was her understanding if you don’t have (memorandums?) on it and
someone came in an bought up the whole neighborhood that you pretty much could not fight
them on it. Attorney Vinsko said that is partly correct. He said there is a process called the
landowner curative amendment. If the township does not have anything, someone could come in
and propose the ordinance, propose the district and the township supervisors would still have the
obligation to put it somewhere but if it is not exactly right, they could file a lawsuit after 60 days
and it goes to the courts instead of the Board of Supervisors.

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Petlock, seconded by Mr. Weitz. Vote: All present were

in favor.

Respectfully submitted:

Paula Weihbrecht, Secretary



May 4, 2026 Regular Meeting

The regular meeting of the Bear Creek Township Board of Supervisors was held at the Bear
Creek Township Municipal Building on Monday, May 4,2026 at 6:00 PM.

Mr. Suchocki called the meeting to order. Roll was called. Mr. Weitz, Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara,
Mr. Petlock and Mr. Suchocki were present. Pledge to the flag followed.

Mr. Suchocki announced an executive session was held this evening just prior to the start of this
meeting to discuss personnel and legal matters.

MINUTES: Minutes from the April 13, 2026 meeting and April 20, 2026 special meeting were
reviewed. A motion was made by Mr. Petlock to approve the minutes, seconded by Mr. O’Hara.
Vote: all were in favor.

TREASURER'’S REPORT: For month ending April 2026, total income was $75,907.42. Total
expenses were $39,961.54. Cash at the beginning of the period was $1,230,150.10. Cash at the
end of the period was 1,265,487.73.

RECEIPTS: Deposits for the month of April 2026 were $75,907.42. A motion to approve the
receipts, subject to audit was made by Mr. Ondich, seconded by Mr. Petlock. Vote: Mr. Weitz,
Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Ondich, Mr. Petlock and Mr. Suchocki; yes.

DISBURSEMENTS: Expenses for the month of April 2026 were $40,569.79. A motion was
made by Mr. O’Hara to approve the disbursements, subject to audit, seconded by Mr. Ondich.
Vote: Mr. Weitz, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Ondich and Mr. Petlock; yes. Mr. Suchocki abstained.

ZONING OFFICER’S REPORT: Mr. Weitz reported $695.00 in township permits and
$1016.13 in UCC permits for April.

FIRE DEPT REPORT: 13 calls were reported for the month of April.

STATE POLICE REPORT: The report was not available.

ACT 537 REPORT: No update.

ROAD DEPARTMENT: Mr. Kachinko reported for the month of April that they pressured
washed tables at the Rec, put new infield in at Chappy field, cut grass and weed whacked, put
soccer nets up at Trailwood, used weed killer at Rec and where needed, fixed siding at Swanson
garage, hauled stone for and started ditch project. Dave received his CDL.

ROAD DEPARTMENT FINANCES: For the month of April 2026 total expenses related to the
Road Department were $13,747.37.

OPEN RECORDS REPORT: None.

PLANNING BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS: None but will meet May 18" to reorganize.
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RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES: None

SOLICITOR’S REPORT: Attorney Vinsko reported:

Bond Issue: No update.
Cell Towers: No update.

Water Issue Rodie Drive: No update

Land Development: No update.

Weiss Road: Waiting on Dennison Twp to pass ordinance.

Property Appraisals: Being done by Alan Rosen. We should have a report in the next few
weeks.

Abandoned Home: Property has been secured so matter will be removed from agenda.

OLD BUSINESS:

Bond Issue American Asphalt: Attorney Vinsko said everything has been submitted and we
should have an answer soon if they are going to do anything, otherwise we will sue for the
money. They have a right to reject and force repairs by American Asphalt. We have the updated
bonds and generally they have 90 days to respond. We have given them notice and are
approaching the 60-day mark.

ENGINEER’S REPORT:

DCNR Grants: The township has applied for two grants. One for Trailwood and one for the
Rec Field. Trailwood was to complete a pickleball/tennis court, do improvements to the walking
trail and to install a cross-fit adult work out area. At the Rec Field we will be continuing the
walking trail, adding ADA parking, fencing and a dog park. Should know by the Fall if we are
awarded.

CORRESPONDENCE/NEW BUSINESS:

SPCA Report: No intakes for the first quarter. Financial statement attached.

Electronic Recycling Event: Scheduled for July 11",
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PUBLIC COMMENT:

Peter Austin: Would like to know what the plan is for the Old East End Blvd drainage issues.
Mr. Totino stated the road dept is currently doing the swales and will potentially be putting in a
French drain. He will get pricing and see if it is something the road department can handle or if it
needs to be contracted out.

Mr. Totino asked Mr. Austin if PennDOT got back to him about the pipe. He said he spoke with
Gene from District 4 and he is looking to see what can be done.

Mr. Petlock asked Mr. Totino about Pike Road and he said he has not heard back but will contact
District 4 and also inquire about Meadow Run Road as well.

Ridge Road: Mr. Totino said the will line stripe the road and see if it slows traffic down at all.
Next step will be a speed hump if needed.

Patty Shuleski: Came to meeting this evening to ask about the Data Center Survey that was put
out. Attorney Vinsko said the Township zoning ordinance does not address data center and the
Board was looking to get an idea of the opinions of the residents of the township. The Board has
passed a curative amendment that stops anyone from filing an application for a data center or
solar farm or anything related until they can all aspects addressed. The survey was not to cause
problems but to gauge the temperature surrounding the matter. When the amendment to the
zoning ordinance is issued, there will be 5 different hearings where people can come and
communicate, look at the maps and have public comment.

Ms. Shuleski also asked about the windfarm and if all we are paid on turbines even if they are not
in operation. Attorney Vinsko assured her the township is paid regardless.

Linda Evans: Also asked about the survey for data centers and where did the questions come
from. Mr. Weitz stated our IT company helped us formulate the questions. Ms. Evans said since
there was an overwhelming amount of people against data centers, can’t the township prohibit
them. Attorney Vinsko said you cannot. They could file their own curative amendment and put
it where they want and force the Board of Supervisors within 60 days to accept it. If they don’t
accept it, they take it to the courts and make us pay all their fees and put it where they want.

So, with the curative amendment that the township filed no one can put anything in until we have
addressed it in our zoning ordinance.

Discussion continued and Attorney Vinsko cited issues happening in other municipalities.

Attorney Vinsko explained that the area the township will designate must be large enough to
accommodate and must be reasonably available. You cannot designate an area such as game
lands because they would not be available for purchase.

Mr. Totino added if they are to be allowed as per the ordinance, they will be a conditional use or a
special exception. They would have to go before hearings to be approved.

Linda Evans: asked if private property could be included in the areas designated by the
township. Attorney Vinsko said it can. It will be an overlay of an area, not a specific zoning
district. Someone cannot just sell their land for a data center if they are not included in the
overlay.

Mr. Suchocki assured the audience that there will be public hearings where everyone can come to
voice their opinions and concerns.
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Pete Austin: Asked if their will be a committee to oversee the process. Attorney Vinsko said the
Board of Supervisors, the Planning Board, and our engineer will be overseeing the process and
the township can employ others to assist in the matter if needed.

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Petlock, seconded by Mr. O’Hara. Vote: All present were
in favor.

Respectfully submitted:

Paula Weihbrecht, Secretary



April 20, 2026 Special Meeting

A special meeting of the Bear Creek Township Board of Supervisors was held at the Bear Creek
Township Municipal Building on Monday, April 20,2026 at 6:00 PM.

Mr. Petlock called the meeting to order. Roll was called. Mr. Weitz, Mr. Ondich, and Mr. Petlock
were present. Mr. O’Hara and Mr. Suchocki were present via telephone. Pledge to the flag
followed.

Mr. Petlock announced an executive session was held on April 16, 2026 concerning zoning issues
and legal matters.

Mr. Petlock explained the purpose of the meeting was to present a resolution which would declare
the Township Zoning Ordinance substantively invalid as per section 609.2 of the Pennsylvania
Municipalities Planning Code. Mr. Petlock turned the meeting over to Attorney Vinsko.

Attorney Vinsko explained that tonight’s meeting was schedule for general meeting purposes as
well and was advertised in the Times Leader as a special meeting.

We have a resolution declaring the Bear Creek Township zoning ordinance substantively invalid
and enacting a curative amendment pursuant of section 609.2 of the Pennsylvania Municipalities
Planning Code. As part of that there were findings of fact that we have to have the Board of
Supervisors confirm and declare. What was found:

The ordinance must have all uses considered. The Bear Creek Township ordinance does not
consider data centers. It also does not consider solar farms. The resolution that has been
drafted confirms that as a finding of fact and say a curative amendment will be enacted for
that purpose.

Attorney Vinsko said a line will be added to this resolution and it will be reaffirmed at the next
meeting stating “Now therefore be it resolved by the Bear Creek Township Board of Supervisors
that the Board has included as having finding the fact that the current zoning ordinance is
defective as it does not address data centers nor solar farms as required by the Pennsylvania
Municipalities Planning Code. We will add the lines that the zoning ordinance, because it is
substantively invalid, we are going to enact a curative amendment pursuant to 609.2 of the
Pennsylvania Municipalities Code.

Mr. Petlock asked what the procedure was moving forward.

Attorney Vinsko explained once this is passed there are certain procedures. Within 180 days of
today we have to formally pass the revised ordinance with data center and solar farm information
included and any other zoning issues that the public or Board want to address/change. A public
hearing must be held regarding the zoning amendments, the proposed amendments must be
submitted to the Luzerne County Planning Commission and the Bear Creek Township Planning
Commission 30 days prior to the hearing. Once the information is received back we will have to
post notice and mail notice to people whose zoning will be affected. The Board will then have
the final meeting before the 180 days to pass it. At the conclusion of a curative amendment the
process cannot be used again for 36 months

Mr. Weitz asked if this will stop any applications for 180 days? Attorney Vinsko said anything
related to a data center of solar farm cannot be considered during this time.
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Resolution 19-2026: Mr. Petlock asked if we have a motion to approve this resolution declaring
the zoning ordinance substantively invalid and enacting a curative amendment. Mr. Ondich made
the motion, seconded by Mr. Weitz. Vote: Mr. Weitz, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Ondich, Mr. Suchocki and
Mr. Petlock; yes.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Peter Austin: Asked basically who would oversee these changes. Mr. Petlock stated that Board
as well as the planning board, BHW and the code enforcement and sewage enforcement officer
will review and be involved as well as public will be kept up to date and will be given the
opportunity to voice their opinions.

It was asked if it is correct that there are 3 commercial properties. Attorney Vinsko offered that
the industrial area of Bear Creek Twp is only about 6 acres of land. Data centers require a
substantial amount more. What we are doing is called an overlay district which may cover
different zoning districts. This will determine where these can be built.

Attorney Vinsko also explained that just this morning the legislature passed what the public
utility yearly output water was and model ordinances for data centers.

Mr. Petlock reiterated that the Township cannot just ban data centers. That this would just open
us up to lawsuits.

Jodell Salata: Asked how much acreage for a data center? Attorney Vinsko said minimum of 50
acres. There are different ones that may require different sizes.

Mr. Werkheiser: Says he assumes that someone has reached out to us in the prospect of
potentially building a data center or solar farm in our township since we have the acreage and

don’t have a high population. Attorney Vinsko said not guaranteed since there are a lot of factors
including water, electricity, access to power lines as well ancillary issues.

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Weitz, seconded by Mr. Petlock. Vote: All present were
in favor.

Respectfully submitted:

Paula Weihbrecht, Secretary



April 13, 2026 Regular Meeting

The regular meeting of the Bear Creek Township Board of Supervisors was held at the Bear
Creek Township Municipal Building on Monday, April 13,2026 at 6:00 PM.

Mr. Petlock called the meeting to order. Roll was called. Mr. Weitz, Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara and
Mr. Petlock were present. Pledge to the flag followed.

MINUTES: Minutes from the March 2, 2026 meeting were reviewed. A motion was made by
Mr. O’Hara to approve the minutes, seconded by Mr. Weitz. Vote: all were in favor.

TREASURER’S REPORT: For month ending March 2026, total income was $134,389.99.
Total expenses were $71,499.83. Cash at the beginning of the period was $1,165,865.92. Cash at
the end of the period was 1,230,040.86.

Mr. Suchocki joined the meeting.

RECEIPTS: Deposits for the month of March 2026 were $134,389.99. A motion to approve the
receipts, subject to audit was made by Mr. O’Hara, seconded by Mr. Weitz. Vote: Mr. Weitz, Mr.
O’Hara, Mr. Ondich, Mr. Petlock and Mr. Suchocki; yes.

DISBURSEMENTS: Expenses for the month of March 2026 were $70,215.05. A motion was
made by Mr. Ondich to approve the disbursements, subject to audit, seconded by Mr. O’Hara.
Vote: Mr. Weitz, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Ondich, Mr. Petlock and Mr. Suchocki; yes.

Mr. Petlock announced an Executive Session was held today just prior to this meeting to
discuss employee matters.

ZONING OFFICER’S REPORT: Mr. Weitz reported $825 in township permits and $8146.79
in UCC permits for March.

FIRE DEPT REPORT: 15 calls were reported for the month of March.

STATE POLICE REPORT: The report was not available.

ACT 537 REPORT: No update.

ROAD DEPARTMENT: Mr. Kachinko reported for the month of March that they treated roads
as needed, installed signs, ran the road sweeper, installed lights on the skid steer, prepared the
pavilion for the season, turned the water on at the rec field and met with the engineer regarding
projects.

ROAD DEPARTMENT FINANCES: For the month of March 2026 total expenses related to
the Road Department were $21,268.75.

OPEN RECORDS REPORT: One request received and answered.

PLANNING BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS: None
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RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES:

Resolution 17-2026: A resolution authorizing the purchase of an attachment for the mini
excavator not to exceed $10,000. A motion to approve was made by Mr. Suchocki, seconded by
Mr. O’Hara. Vote: Mr. Weitz, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Ondich, Mr. Petlock and Mr. Suchocki; yes.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT: Attorney Vinsko reported that written reports were given to the
Board. He reported:

Data Center/Solar Farm Ordinances: Working on a location and ordinance. There has been no
formal application made at this time. To make sure that we are compliant with the municipalities
planning code, the Board of Supervisors have a 40-page collective memo with exhibits on exactly
what the procedures are. The township engineer will be looped in as well.

Solar Farm Ordinance: Has been circulated among the Board as well.

Attorney Vinsko explained the procedures needed for these types of zoning amendments. It must
be advertised, go before municipal and county planning. There needs to be a public hearing.
There will be a zoning map with an overlay showing the proposed changes. If there are
additional changes made it would need to go through the process again. The final step will be the
passage by the Board of Supervisors. If anyone has any zoning requests, now would be the time
to address them.

Mr. Petlock asked that once we start our timeline, can someone come in and try to circumvent
our changes beforehand since we are trying to make these zoning changes. Right now, can
anyone come in with an application but if we start the clock do they have to follow the new rules?
Attorney Vinsko stated that they would have to follow the rules as long as you have your
engineering, your ordinance and your overlay, if they want to put it somewhere else, they can
come and comment but so long as it’s in the bounds of the law that’s the Boards decision after
public comment. The only way they would be able to circumvent everything is one of two ways.
lyou don’t take any action and they come in with a landowner curative amendment but then still
you have to make the decision. 2 your determination on the size and location is literally not
conducive under the law they can stop and sue and say you have to put it somewhere else, that
does not mean the applicant is going to get it where they want it. You are still the board of
supervisors and you will make that determination. If that fight does not resolve itself and goes to
the court of common pleas, the judge can put it anywhere they want. They usually take deference
to the Board of Supervisors. Legally you can’t say you can’t have a data center but you must
have a location where they are allowed.

Mr. Weitz asked if an application came in this evening, what rules are to be followed since we
technically don’t have an ordinance? Attorney Vinsko stated if there were an application, the
application would go to the zoning officer and he would have to deny it because there is no
ordinance. They can appeal to the zoning hearing board and if denied there, then appeal to the
court of common pleas. The only way they could proceed is with a landlord curative amendment.
They would have to submit something to the Board of Supervisors saying here is our ordinance
and map. That does not say the Board would have to put it where they asked. What it does say
that within 60 days you have to come up with an ordinance and location that is good under the
law and can fit the size needed.
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Mr. Weitz asked about something he heard of from PSATS that said the Board could file
something that would give the township a 180-day buffer. Attorney Vinsko said the Board could
file a curative amendment for the township. No one could file anything until the zoning is
complete during this time. He also advised that during this time all zoning issues could be
addressed. Mr. Totoni suggested bringing in Luzerne County GIS mapping on top of the
township zoning to help clean up the township map where there are issues. Uses and special
exceptions can also be looked at. An ordinance would be needed for this to be done.

Bond Issue: No update.
Cell Towers: No update.

Water Issue Rodie Drive: No update

Land Development: No update.

Weiss Road: Bear Creek Twp side of the work is completed. Dennison now must complete.

Property Appraisals: Received a proposal from Alan Rosen for $10,000 for the appraisals of
agreed to $8500 with a $3000 retainer up front.

Resolution 18-2026: A motion to approve the appointment of Alan Rosen for the appraisals of
the township properties at a cost not to exceed $8500 was made by Mr. Ondich and seconded by
Mr. Weitz. Vote: Mr. Weitz, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Ondich, Mr. Petlock and Mr. Suchocki; yes.

Abandoned Home: No update.

OLD BUSINESS:

ENGINEER’S REPORT:

Pike Road: Mr. Totino had an 11x7 showing the turnpike and PennDOT right of way. It also
shows where an inlet and cross pipe should be. He will contact PennDOT for them to address the
issue. Mr. Kachinko reported that a rep from PennDOT met with him and he planned on putting a
dye into the water to see where the water if coming from.

Road Paving: Mr. Totino said cost of paving has gone up 22% due to the rising price of oil. He
presented a list of different options for paving to include the following areas: WHP-Azaela,
Promontory and Od Ford; Then Willowbrook, Cottonwood, Frontier, Balsam and Recreation
Road to the DPW gates. He suggests we wait a month or two to see if prices come down.

Swanson was brought up at a meeting about water flooding. Our road crew will clean out the
ditches and we will wait for PennDOT to do their work first.

DCNR Grant: Applications will be submitted by the end of the month,

Mr. Totino also thanked the road dept for their work on Chappy Field.
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CORRESPONDENCE/NEW BUSINESS:

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Bob Turinski: Mr. Turinski presented a petition to the Board regarding the gate at Trailwood
Park. He would like the Board to go back to locking the gate at night. The Board said they
would discuss the matter.

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Petlock, seconded by Mr. Suchocki. Vote: All present
were in favor.

Respectfully submitted:

Paula Weihbrecht, Secretary



March 2, 2026 Regular Meeting

The regular meeting of the Bear Creek Township Board of Supervisors was held at the Bear
Creek Township Municipal Building on Monday, March 2,2026 at 6:00 PM.

Mr. Suchocki called the meeting to order. Roll was called. Mr. Weitz, Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara,
Mr. Petlock and Mr. Suchocki were present. Pledge to the flag followed.

MINUTES: Minutes from the February 2, 2026 meeting were reviewed. A motion was made by
Mr. Ondich to approve the minutes, seconded by Mr. O’Hara. Vote: all were in favor.

TREASURER’S REPORT: For month ending February 2026, total income was $166,401.70.
Total expenses were $34,866.96. Cash at the beginning of the period was $1,034,062.23. Cash at
the end of the period was 1,166,096.75.

RECEIPTS: Deposits for the month of February 2026 were $166,401.70. A motion to approve
the receipts, subject to audit was made by Mr. Petlock, seconded by Mr. Ondich. Vote: all were in
favor

DISBURSEMENTS: Expenses for the month of February 2026 were $34,367.18. A motion was
made by Mr. O’Hara to approve the disbursements, subject to audit, seconded by Mr. Weitz.
Vote: all were in favor.

ZONING OFFICER’S REPORT: Mr. Weitz reported $575 in township permits and $6264.13
in UCC permits for February.

FIRE DEPT REPORT: 14 calls were reported for the month of February.

STATE POLICE REPORT: The report was not available.

ACT 537 REPORT: No update.

ROAD DEPARTMENT: Mr. Kachinko reported that the majority of the month was winter
maintenance. Plowing and treating roads. A quote for street signs was received from Bassler and
Mr. Kachinko will seek a quote for the signs from Bradco as well. The street sweeper is up and
running and Mr. Smith was trained on its use. Mr. Smith also continues to work towards his cdl
and is expected to test soon. Mr. Kachinko has a list of roads that are in need of repair and Mr.
Suchocki said the Board will review it. Mr. Ondich thanked the road department for the good job
they did in keeping up with the storms especially being a man down.

ROAD DEPARTMENT FINANCES: For the month of February 2026 total expenses related to
the Road Department were $15,957.59.

OPEN RECORDS REPORT: No requests were received for the month.

PLANNING BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS: None

RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES:

Resolution 13-2026: A resolution adding George Weitz as an authorized signer onto all Bear
Creek Township accounts at Peoples Bank and removing Ruth Koval. A motion to approve was
made by Mr. O’Hara, seconded by Mr. Ondich. Vote: Mr. Weitz, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Ondich, Mr.
Petlock and Mr. Suchocki; yes.
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SOLICITOR’S REPORT: Attorney Vinsko reported:

Data Center/Solar Farm Ordinances: Information has been circulated among the Board. At this
time there will be no movement on this ordinance as it must go before the Planning Commission
and a Public Hearing.

Bond Issue: No update.

Cell Towers: Attorney Vinsko is researching other means of making income on the towers and is
waiting on information from the County.

Water Issue Rodie Drive: No update

Laurel Run Road House: Attorney Vinsko reported Mr. Alber is working on the matter.

Land Development: Discussion was held at executive session.

Weiss Road: Need to schedule a public hearing within the next 45 days. GIS map has been
updated.

Property Appraisals: Being handled by Alan Rosen.

Abandoned Home: No update.

OLD BUSINESS:

ENGINEER’S REPORT:
DCNR Grants

Resolution 14-2026: Mr. Petlock made a motion to apply for a small community grant for
Trailwood Park through DCNR. This grant would allow the completion of the pickle ball/tennis
courts as well as the drainage improvements and CrossFit area. The grant amount would be for
$100,000 and would be matched with the $70,000+ grant received through LSA for a total of
$170,000+ to complete the project. Mr. Ondich seconded the motion. Vote: Mr. Weitz, Mr.
O’Hara, Mr. Ondich, Mr. Petlock and Mr. Suchocki; yes.

Resolution 15-2026: Mr. Petlock made a motion to apply for a c2p2 grant through DCNR. This
grant will be a 50/50 match to the CDBG grant monies already secured. The grant amount sought
is $166,378 which will match the amount of the CDBG grant for a grand total of $332,756. This
project will include a possible dog park, drainage improvements, softball field dugouts and finish
the fence project. Mr. Weitz seconded the motion. Vote: Mr. Weitz, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Ondich,
Mr. Petlock and Mr. Suchocki; yes.

An additional grant up to $5000 will be sought through DCNR later in the year for professional
service for a study for a tentative park in the Forest Park development. No resolution needed yet.



March 2, 2026 Regular Meeting

RFQ’s for Professional Services for Recreational Park Project:

Resolution 16-2026: A motion was made by Mr. Weitz to table the awarding of the RFQ’s
sought for the removal of architectural barriers for the Recreational Park project. Submissions
wee received from A&E Group, Pennoni Associates, Acela Architects & Engineers and from
POZ Engineering. The motion was seconded by Mr. O’Hara. Vote: Mr. Weitz, Mr. O’Hara, Mr.
Ondich, Mr. Petlock and Mr. Suchocki; yes.

CORRESPONDENCE/NEW BUSINESS:

Rec Board: March 18" is the next meeting. Discussion will surround the 250 celebrations.

Power Supplier: Mr. Petlock will investigate renewal prices and keep the Board updated.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Peter Austin: Mr. Austin asked if the township was applying for funding for the water issue near
Old East End Blvd. Mr. Totino explained that grant program was not currently available.

Paul Christianson: Lives in White Haven Pocono and says road patches only last about a month
on their roads, but he mainly came to the meeting this evening to discuss data centers. He asked
for the status on data centers in the township, location and ordinance. Attorney Vinsko explained
that there have been 3 drafts of the ordinance. The county and state have put out drafts as
guidance. Once we get a version of the ordinance we are comfortable with, it will go to the
Planning Commission for review and there would be a public hearing and then come back to the
Board of Supervisors.

Attorney Vinsko said it comes down to location, resources (energy/water) and unknowns (noise).
Another issue would be the decommissioning of the data centers in the future and the creation of
ghost towns. Attorney Vinsko stated no applications for data centers have been received as of yet
in Bear Creek Township. Discussion followed.

Nicky Pachucki- asked if halfway houses are allowed in the Township. Attorney Vinsko stated
it is only allowed in an I1 district as a conditional use. Mr. Petlock asked what about group
homes? Attorney Vinsko said group homes are different, they are permitted in certain districts.

Christine Harrison- lives on Oakridge Road and has concerns with people speeding on their
road because it is a cut through from 115 to Laurel Run Road. She said the speed limit sign isn’t
very visible. Has a problem backing in and out of her driveway. Wants to know what can be
done. She suggested making it a one way or a dead end or putting in speed humps. The Board
said they would discuss and come up with some options. Road department will check on the
signs.

Bill Sennett- asked for an update on the LSA grant that the township applied for on behalf of the
Fire Department. Grants have not yet been awarded.

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Petlock, seconded by Mr. Weitz. Vote: All present were
in favor.

Respectfully submitted:

Paula Weihbrecht, Secretary
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The regular meeting of the Bear Creek Township Board of Supervisors was held at the Bear
Creek Township Municipal Building on Monday, February 2,, 2026 at 6:00 PM.

Representatives from PennDOT were present prior to the regular meeting to discuss a planned
drainage project.

The Route 115 Section D53 project is a drainage improvement project. The purpose of the
project is replacement of the existing storm sewer drainage system which consists of old
corrugated metal pipe with new Reinforced Concrete Pipe or Thermoplastic Pipe, replacement of
existing bituminous curb with concrete curb, shoulder repairs from washouts, guide rail
replacement and replacement of existing culvert on the Unnamed Tributary to Laurel Run which
addresses structural and hydraulic deficiencies of the existing structure, and provides continued
access to local residents, businesses, and emergency services. Utility relocations will take place in
order to safely construct the project.

Traffic and local residences and businesses on Route 115 and will be maintained using half width
construction.

Access to the intersection with Route 115, Swanson Road and Old East End Blvd will be
restricted and detoured.

It is anticipated that construction will begin spring/summer 2027 and will be complete by fall of
2029.

Mr. Petlock called the meeting to order. Roll was called. Mr. Weitz, Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara and
Mr. Petlock were present. Mr. Suchocki attended via phone. Pledge to the flag followed.

MINUTES: Minutes from the January 5, 2026 meeting were reviewed. A motion was made by
Mr. Weitz to approve the minutes, seconded by Mr. Ondich. Vote: all were in favor.

TREASURER’S REPORT: For month ending January 2026, total income was $40,864.90.
Total expenses were $65,288.74. Cash at the beginning of the period was $1,046,316.14. Cash at
the end of the period was 1,033,007.25.

RECEIPTS: Deposits for the month of January 2026 were $40,864.90. A motion to approve the
receipts, subject to audit was made by Mr. O’Hara, seconded by Mr. Weitz. Vote: all were in
favor

DISBURSEMENTS: Expenses for the month of January 2026 were $56,173.79. A motion was
made by Mr. Ondich to approve the disbursements, subject to audit, seconded by Mr. O’Hara.
Vote: all were in favor.

ZONING OFFICER’S REPORT: Mr. Weitz reported $100.00 in township permits and
$1201.73 in UCC permits for January.

FIRE DEPT REPORT: 17 calls were reported for the month of January.

STATE POLICE REPORT: The report was not available.
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ACT 537 REPORT: No update.

ROAD DEPARTMENT: Mr. Kachinko reported that the majority of the month was winter
maintenance. Plowing and treating roads. Cold patch road repairs were made. The old
ambulance bay was cleaned as well as the Community Room boiler room and muni storage areas.

ROAD DEPARTMENT FINANCES: For the month of January 2026 total expenses related to
the Road Department were $38,309.51.

OPEN RECORDS REPORT: No requests were received for the month.

PLANNING BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS: None

RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES:

SOLICITOR’S REPORT: Attorney Vinsko reported an Executive Session was held on January
28™ to discuss real estate litigation and other matters.

Data Center Ordinance: Will be added to March agenda.

Bond Issue: No update.
Cell Towers: Attorney Vinsko requested marketing info for tower from SBA.

Water Issue Rodie Drive: No update

Laurel Run Road House: Attorney Vinsko reported Mr. Alber is working on the matter.

Land Development: Discussion was held at executive session.

Weiss Road: Waiting on update.

Property Appraisals: Being handled by Alan Rosen. Attorney Vinsko expects an update some
time next week.

OLD BUSINESS:

Well Isolation Exemption request: A representative for Alan and Gayle Pezzner was present to
discuss their request. SEO Steve Egenski did not have an issue with the request but had some
concerns that the new system would be on one parcel while the house would be on that parcel and
an adjoining one. Attorney Vinsko asked that an agreement or easement be written up and be
filed with the Recorder of Deeds. It should include both PIN numbers and state the system would
serve both lots.

Mr. Weitz made a motion to approve the Well Isolation Exemption request pending the requested
easement be filed, seconded by Mr. Ondich. Vote: all were in favor.
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ENGINEER’S REPORT:

DCNR Grants: Mr. Totino reported he spoke with Christine Dettore from DCNR and there are
three grants eligible for the township parks.

-A grant to do a study to see what could go there, what residents want and best options for that
particular area. A recommendation would be given. The grant would cover 100% of the cost for
the study. (Forest Park)

-A grant that would use the LSA grant ($75,000) we received as matching funds. The project
costs cannot be over $170,000 total costs. (Trailwood) Pickle ball court/baseball field/crossfit.

-A grant that could use the CDBG grant as a 50/50 match. Fencing could be finished, dugouts for
softball and possible dog park. (Rec Field)

This is a rolling grant, no expiration. No master plan needed for the existing park.

Resolution 12-2026: Mr. Ondich made a motion to move forward with applying for these
available grants, seconded by Mr. Suchocki. Vote: all were in favor.

CORRESPONDENCE/NEW BUSINESS:

Emergency Shelter: Jim Smith from the Charter School has asked for some representation from
the Board of Supervisors in creating an emergency plan and shelter to serve Bear Creek
Township and the surrounding communities. A meeting will be held on March 5" to discuss.

Rec Board: Met and reorganized for the year. They will continue to meet throughout the year on
the third Wednesdays of every other month starting in March. The rec board asked if the Board
of Supervisors will look into putting an electronic sign board in front of the municipal building.
Mr. Totino suggested we look at Costars for purchase of a sign and possibly have the road
department install it. A permit will be needed from PennDOT.

PUBLIC COMMENT

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. O’Hara, seconded by Mr. Weitz. Vote: All present were
in favor.

Respectfully submitted:

Paula Weihbrecht, Secretary



January 5, 2026 Organizational Meeting

The organizational and regular meeting of the Bear Creek Township Board of Supervisors was
held at the Bear Creek Township Municipal Building on Monday, January 5, 2026 at 6:00 PM.

Judge Dotzel swore-in Board members Mark Petlock and George Weitz and tax-collector Tracey
O’Day before the meeting began.

Mr. Suchocki called the meeting to order. Roll was called. Mr. Weitz, Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara,
Mr. Petlock and Mr. Suchocki were present. Pledge to the flag followed.

Mr. Suchocki, as temporary Chairman, declared all positions vacant.

Mr. Suchocki as Chairperson — motion Mr. Ondich, second Mr. O’Hara.

Mr. Petlock as Vice-Chair — motion Mr. O’Hara, second Mr. Ondich.

Mr. Ondich as Roadmaster — motion Mr. O’Hara, seconded Mr. Petlock.

Paula Weihbrecht as Secretary/Treasurer — motion Mr. O’Hara, second Mr. Ondich.
Mr. Weitz as Open Records Officer — motion Mr. Petlock, second Mr. Ondich.

Zoning Officer Reports to Mr. Weitz — motion O’Hara, second Mr. Ondich

BHW as Zoning and Code Enforcement — motion Mr. O’Hara, second Mr. Petlock
Steve Egenski as Sewage Enforcement Officer. — motion Mr. Weitz, second Mr. Petlock

Tom D’Angeo as Alternate Sewage Enforcement Officer -motion Mr. Petlock, second Mr.
Ondich

Pennoni Associates as Township Engineer — motion Mr. Petlock, second Mr. Weitz

Vinsko & Assoc as Solicitor for the Board of Supervisors — motion Mr. Petlock, second Mr.
Weitz

Vinsko & Assoc as Solicitor for the Planning Board — motion Mr. Petlock, second Mr. Weitz

Angelo Terrana as Solicitor for the Zoning Hearing Board.- motion Mr. Petlock, second Mr.
O’Hara

Ed Jasulevicz as Primary EMA, - motion Mr. Petlock, second Mr. Weitz
Jim Serafin as Assistant EMA- motion Mr. Petlock, second Mr. Ondich

First Monday of each month at 6:00PM as Regular meeting day and time — motion Mr.
Petlock, second Mr. Weitz

Karen Kollar as Planning Board Secretary — motion Mr. Petlock, second Mr. Ondich

Paula Weihbrecht as Zoning Hearing Board Secretary — motion Mr. O’Hara, second Mr.
Ondich
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Mark Petlock as Planning Board Members — motion Mr. Ondich, second Mr. Weitz

Ruth Koval as Zoning Hearing Board Member- motion Mr. Petlock, second Mr. Ondich
Ruth Koval as Vacancy Board Member — motion Mr. Petlock, second Mr. Ondich

Mr. Petlock as Convention Voting Delegate — motion Mr. Ondich, second Mr. O’Hara
Peoples Bank as General Fund Depository — motion Mr. Petlock, second Mr. Weitz
Township Secretary/Treasurer as Administrator of the Pension Plan. — motion Mr. O’Hara,

second Mr. Suchocki.

Mr. Ondich made a motion to appoint the following to the Rec Board seconded by Mr. O’Hara

Supervisor at Large: Mark Petlock Charter School Rep: Nicki Pachucki
Bear Creek Camp: Collin Grooms Rising Light Ridge Rep.: Lonnie Zannetti
Baseball Representative: Greg Perez Soccer Representative: Lindsey Kovalik
At Large member: Donald Totino At Large member: Jim Serafin

A vote was taken on all the previous nominations and was unanimously approved.

Mr. Ondich made a motion to require at least 2 Supervisors to sign all checks and necessary
bank papers, seconded by Mr. Petlock. Vote: all were in favor.

Mr. Petlock made a motion to pay mileage at IRS approved rate for township travel, seconded
by Mr. Weitz. Vote: all were in favor.

Mr. Ondich made a motion to appoint each Supervisor to do labor as needed, to the extent not
prohibited by Second-Class Township Code, seconded by Mr. Petlock. Vote: all were in favor.

Township Healthcare poll: The Supervisors were polled asking if they intend to take the
Township paid healthcare, the healthcare stipend or neither for 2026.

Mr. Weitz: Healthcare

Mr. Ondich: Stipend

Mr. Suchocki: Healthcare

Mr. O’Hara: Stipend

Mr. Petlock: Neither

Resolution 1-2026: A resolution establishing the Bear Creek Twp. fee schedule for 2026, Motion
to approve made by Mr. Petlock, seconded by Mr. Ondich. Vote: All were in favor

Resolution 2-2026: A resolution establishing the Bear Creek Township Uniform Construction
Code Fee Schedule for 2026. Motion to approve made by Mr. O’Hara, seconded by Mr. Petlock.
Vote: all were in favor.

Resolution 3-2026: A resolution setting the Township Per Capita Tax rate at $0.00. Motion to
approve made by Mr. Weitz, seconded by Mr. Ondich. Vote: all were in favor.
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Resolution 4-2026: A resolution appointing BHW as third-party administrator of the Uniform
Construction Code. Motion to approve made by Mr. Petlock, seconded by Mr. O’Hara. Vote: all
were in favor

Resolution 5-2026: A resolution establishing a millage rate for Bear Creek Township for

2026 to retain the millage rate at .4412 and further that the Bear Creek Volunteer Hose Company
shall be awarded ¥ mil (.1103) for 2025. Motion was made by Mr. Petlock, seconded by Mr.
Ondich. Vote: all were in favor.

Resolution 6-2026: A resolution retaining the Bear Creek Township Homestead Exemption at a
value of $20,000 property reduction. Motion to approve was made by Mr. O’Hara, seconded by
Mr. Petlock. Vote: all were in favor.

Resolution 7-2026: A resolution reappointing Bear Creek Volunteer Hose Co. as primary fire
and rescue unit in Bear Creek Township. Motion made by Mr. Ondich, seconded by Mr. Weitz.
Vote: All were in favor.

Resolution 8-2026: Ambulance Service- A resolution continuing the current arrangements with
the primary BLS responder being Plains Twp., which does not include the WHP development.
White Haven Ambulance is the primary BLS for the WHP development. Plains Twp. Ambulance
will remain the primary ALS responder for the entire Bear Creek Township. Motion was made by
Mr. Petlock, seconded by Mr. Ondich. Vote: all were in favor.

REGULAR MEETING

Mr. Suchocki announced an Executive Session had been held on December 27, 2025 to
discuss personnel and legal matters.

MINUTES: Minutes from the December 1, 2025 meeting were reviewed. A motion was made by
Mr. Petlock to approve the minutes, seconded by Mr. O’Hara. Vote: all were in favor.

TREASURER’S REPORT: For month ending December 2025, total income was $30,186.46.
Total expenses were $49,496.26. Cash at the beginning of the period was $1,076,079.47. Cash at
the end of the period was 1,045,666.61.

RECEIPTS: Deposits for the month of December 2025 were $30,251.57. A motion to approve
the receipts, subject to audit was made by Mr. Petlock, seconded by Mr. O’Hara. Vote: all were in
favor

DISBURSEMENTS: Expenses for the month of December 2025 were $60,804.43. A motion
was made by Mr. O’Hara to approve the disbursements, subject to audit, seconded by Mr.
Petlock. Vote: all were in favor.

ZONING OFFICER’S REPORT: Mr. Weitz reported $1195.00 in township permits and
$1392.25 in UCC permits for December.

FIRE DEPT REPORT: Mr. Suchocki reported 19 calls for the month of December.

STATE POLICE REPORT: The report was not available.
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ACT 537 REPORT: No update.

ROAD DEPARTMENT: Mr. Watkins reported that the majority of the month was winter
maintenance. Plowing and treating roads. The Chevy 6500 is still out of service, waiting on
parts. The hot water pressure washer has been repaired. Mr. Watkins asked if they can get some
modified or cold patch to make road repairs. The Board suggested cold patch.

ROAD DEPARTMENT FINANCES: For the month of December 2025 total expenses related
to the Road Department were $23,438.70.

OPEN RECORDS REPORT: Two requests received. Documentation of paving projects from
2021was requested and provided.

PLANNING BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS: None

RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES:

Resolution 9-2026: A Resolution adopting the Luzerne County 2025 Hazard Mitigation Plan
Update, approving it as the official Hazard Mitigation Plan for Bear Creek Township. A motion
to approve was made by Mr. Petlock, seconded by Mr. Ondich. Vote: Mr. Weitz, Mr. O’Hara,
Mr. Ondich, Mr. Petlock and Mr. Suchocki; yes.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT: Attorney Vinsko reported:

Bond Issue: Notice has been given to the insurance company and American Asphalt. The
insurance company is working on releasing the bond and they will litigate that in the next 25
days.

Cell Towers: Attorney Vinsko reviewed the offers from each interested company.

Everest: Lump sum payment of $279,000- or 10-year installment plan of $36,500 per year for a
total of $365,000.

AP Wireless: Lump sum of $250,000 or 7 annual payments for a total of $346,000.

SBA: $490,000, no closing costs and the Township keeps ownership. Called back right before
the meeting and increased the amount to $510,000.

Attorney Vinsko wants to review the actual agreements and the will circulate the information
among the Board.

Mr. Ondich made a motion to accept the $510,000 offer from SBA pending the Attorney’s review
of the contract, seconded by Mr. Petlock. Vote: Mr. Weitz, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Ondich, Mr. Petlock
and Mr. Suchocki; yes.

Water Issue Rodie Drive: No update
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Laurel Run Road House: Attorney Vinsko reported he is working with Mr. Suchocki and Mr.
Alber. Waiting on repairs to be made on the home. Mr. Alber will proceed with citations if
necessary.

Land Development: Memo sent to the Board regarding the matter.

Weiss Road: Waiting on Dennison Township to complete needed steps.

Property Appraisals: Being handled by Alan Rosen and Attorney Vinsko also requested an
update from the county listing all Township owned property or easement.

OLD BUSINESS:

2026 Budget:

Resolution 54-2025: Mr. Petlock made a motion to approve the 2026 Budget as presented,
seconded by Mr. Suchocki. Vote: Mr. Ondich, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Petlock, Mr. Suchocki and Mrs.
Koval; yes.

ENGINEER’S REPORT:

PennDOT project: drainage and road repair from Swanson to Old East End Blvd on Bear Creek
Blvd (Route 115). Representatives from PennDOT will be in attendance at the February 2™
meeting to present project details and answer any questions.

LSA Grant: The township was awarded $75,000 recently for the Trailwood Park Improvements
Project. The project includes a tennis and pickle ball court.

CDBG grant: We need to put an RFQ out for engineering services. Grant is for $164,000.

CORRESPONDENCE/NEW BUSINESS:

Well Isolation Distance Exemption: John Belles was present to represent the Pezzner’s from
West Mountain Lake Drive. They are proposing to install a GEO Tech sand filter system that will
increase the distance from the well from 47 feet to 52 feet and will also increase the distance
from septic system from 52 feet to 107 feet.

Mr. Petlock asked if the existing well would stay. Mr. Belles said it would stay; it will be
replaced with a new system. The new system will increase the distance. Mr. Petlock asked if there
are water test sample and what is the condition of the well casing. Mr. Belles stated they will do
the requested tests. Mr. Petlock asked Mr. Belles to meet with Mr. Alber to make sure everything
is in order. Discussion continued.

Engineering Rate Letter: The Board received a letter from Pennoni Associates outlining the
rates for service for 2026. Mr. Petlock made a motion to approve the rate schedule, seconded by
Mr. O’Hara. Vote: Mr. Weitz, Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Ondich, Mr. Petlock and Mr. Suchocki; yes.
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PUBLIC COMMENT

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Petlock, seconded by Mr. Weitz. Vote: All present were
in favor.

Respectfully submitted:

Paula Weihbrecht, Secretary



